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HASLINGDEN HIGH SCHOOL
AND SIXTH FORM



I am extremely proud to be the headteacher at Haslingden 
High School and Sixth Form, a successful, caring and 
high performing 11-18 school in the beautiful Rossendale 
Valley. I hope you find this prospectus both interesting and 
informative; it is designed to give you an insight into what 
we have to offer and what we stand for.

Our overarching aim is Achievement for All: for all our students to 
be safe, happy and successful, developing as individuals into caring, 
responsible citizens equipped for life in the 21st century.

We strive to create successful learners and we believe that we achieve 
this by offering an exciting, ambitious and inclusive curriculum. The 
consistently high quality teaching and learning, taking place in a safe, 
supportive environment provides the basis upon which our students 
grow. We are passionate about providing access to a wide range of 
opportunities and experiences beyond the taught curriculum, guiding 
and helping students to become kind, resilient and ethical individuals 
who will make a positive contribution to their local community and 
beyond.

Students’ physical, mental and emotional wellbeing is at the 
forefront of everything we do. We recognise the importance of 
working in partnership with parents and external agencies to 
deliver a personalised approach to care, guidance and support 
that will ensure students feel safe and happy and that they are 
empowered to make informed choices, both now and in the 
future.

At Haslingden High School, success is defined in its broadest 
sense: students achieve a wide range of qualifications which 
equip them with the skills and knowledge to enable them to 
be ambitious, resilient and capable learners. They are able to 
embrace change, and leave us as well-rounded individuals with a 
strong set of values and beliefs.

We are committed to the pursuit of the highest possible academic, 
personal and moral standards and to the development of informed 
citizens with lively, enquiring minds. This commitment is underpinned 
by a belief in hard work and a culture of care, respect and support for 
others. If you share our ethos and feel that you can work in partnership 
with the school and your child to help us achieve our aims together, then 
we believe that Haslingden High School and Sixth Form is the place for 
you.

If you would like to view the school in action, please contact us; we 
will be delighted to offer you a warm welcome and we look forward to 
meeting and working with you during the coming years. 

Russell Clarke
HEADTEACHER

Haslingden High School and Sixth Form Achievement for All

This school is 
a harmonious 

community with 
strong relationships 

between students 
and staff.”

OFSTED

“

Welcome 
to our school



Successful Learners
At Haslingden High School and Sixth Form, we work 
hard to provide the very best in education and we 
are proud of what we achieve together. Our students 
are happy, ambitious and creative; they thrive in a 
friendly, purposeful environment characterised by high 
expectations and exemplary standards of behaviour.

Working together as a learning community, we value every student 
as an individual, developing confidence, building self-esteem and 
inspiring our young learners to achieve in all areas of school life. 
We encourage and support students to achieve the best possible 
qualifications, alongside equipping them with the skills, knowledge 
and understanding to overcome future challenges. We want them 
to be lifelong learners who are motivated to develop and grow, well 
beyond their time with us. 

Haslingden is a warm, caring and successful school community. 
Visitors to our school regularly comment on the positive relationships 
and the highest standards of behaviour that can be seen on every 
corridor and in every classroom. Our academic achievement is 
the result of high-quality teaching, excellent relationships, shared 
aspirations and an ethos of cooperation and respect.

Haslingden High School and Sixth FormAchievement for All

We strive to create  
successful learners 



The highest standards of teaching and learning are at the heart of our 
successful school. We are passionate about providing a wide range 
of learning opportunities, both within and out of the classroom, to 
ensure our students are engaged in their learning and are excited 
by it. They are active participators not passive recipients, and we 
encourage students to take increasing ownership of their learning.

We are committed to providing an exceptional learning experience 
and use a range of resources to supplement and facilitate a rich 
experience for all. We place significant emphasis on reading, 
both for pleasure and for the development of technical language 
and an ever increasing vocabulary that supports learning in all 
subjects. Through our iPad scheme, we recognise the importance 
of students being digitally literate in preparation for the world of 
work and, through the well planned and timely use of technology, 
our teachers are empowered, learning opportunities are maximised 
and classroom theory is lifted from the page.

Relationships between staff and students are the cornerstone of 
our success. Teachers and students share high expectations and 
high aspirations; they work together to create a purposeful and 
positive learning environment. Our teachers want to work here – 
our recruitment process ensures we employ the most ambitious, 
talented, well-qualified staff available, and our School Direct 
programme means that we are involved in training and, in many 
cases, employing our talented trainees.

We have an extensive programme of continued professional 
development, which engages and enthuses our teachers, who 
work hard to enhance their own professional practice and regularly 
consider the latest teaching and learning research. Our staff are 
actively encouraged to become experts in their chosen field in order 
to better support our students with their learning journey.
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I attended both Haslingden High 
School and Sixth Form and thoroughly 
enjoyed the many years I spent there. 

I created a great bond with both the 
teachers and other students… ”

STUDENT

“

Our students receive  
an exceptional
learning experience  



We are proud of our curriculum and strive to ensure that all 
students have access to an exciting, ambitious and inclusive 
learning experience that is well-planned, broad, diverse and 
expertly delivered. Our belief is that all students deserve the very 
best educational experience and our staff take pride in how they 
construct, deliver and review the curriculum at Haslingden High 
School. 

We think carefully about the design of our curriculum, recognising 
the crucial role it plays in students’ development, how they interpret 
and understand the world around them and how it will shape their 
future. Our curriculum model seeks to make the most of all available 
learning opportunities, building on previous learning, with staff 
regularly engaging with up to date research to develop their practice 
with the desire to continually maximise learning opportunities for 
our young people.

We sequence our curriculum to ensure learning is not accidental 
but deliberately ordered so that we can make connections between 
themes and topics, revisit key concepts and allow students access 
to the best possible learning climate to know and remember more. 
Our curriculum inspires and motivates students to want to develop 
their understanding and take ownership for the progress they make, 
enabling them to flourish as lifelong learners.

Whilst we are proud of our academic achievements, we believe that 
this is not the sole measure of our curriculum’s success. We aim to 
equip our students with the skills, knowledge and understanding 
to continue to develop and grow as well-rounded individuals and, 
ultimately, to believe that they can be successful in their future 
endeavours beyond life at Haslingden High School and Sixth Form.  
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Haslingden High provides a superb, 
well rounded educational experience. 
We could not have made a better 
choice for our children!” 

PARENT

“

We offer an 
exciting, broad 
and ambitious 

curriculum



At Haslingden High School, we adopt a proactive and child-centred 
approach to safeguarding.

All students are valued as individuals and as members of a tutor 
group, a house, a year group and of the school. In Year 7, much 
of the care and support our young learners need is provided by 
the Form Tutor. Heads of Year and Heads of School oversee all 
aspects of monitoring and development and any issues are quickly, 
effectively and sensitively resolved.

One of our greatest strengths is our partnership with parents and 
carers, who are encouraged to take an active role in their child’s 
education. Regular communication, both formal and informal, 
means that students feel secure and supported. We work together 
to make school a happy, fulfilling and successful experience for our 
young people, ensuring their emotional wellbeing is our primary 
focus.

There are times where we may need to seek specialist input from 
other professionals outside of school and we are proud of our 
excellent relationships with over 50 external agencies and how we 
make effective use of the trained mental health practitioners who 
are based in our school each week. We work hard to secure the 
best possible outcomes for our students and their families, working 
closely with a range of professionals to ensure that the right support 
is offered at the right time.
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The school has rigorous checking 
procedures in place for child 
protection. All staff have been trained 
in safeguarding and child protection 
and they know what to do if a child is 
at risk. All staff are required to report 
even the slightest concern in order to 
protect pupils and these are followed 
up meticulously by key workers. 
Record-keeping is thorough.” 

OFSTED

“

A personalised 
approach to care, 

guidance and support



Moving from primary to secondary school can be a daunting prospect 
for children and for their parents! We place significant emphasis on 
our transition arrangements and have forged excellent links with 
our partner primary schools to ensure we make the appropriate 
arrangements for your child.

Our specialist staff and our students visit local primary schools 
to run workshops and master classes; we complement this with 
opportunities for Year 5 and 6 pupils to visit us for taster sessions 
and take part in extra-curricular activities. So, for many students, 
their first experience of our school begins well before their first day 
in September.

Our enhanced pastoral care programme in Year 7 is designed to 
ensure that there is always someone available to listen and offer 
support. We carefully consider individual needs and thoughtfully 
structure our first few weeks to allow your child to adapt to secondary 
school life, making it a smooth and stress-free transition for all.

We believe that we should always look to celebrate the diverse 
achievements of our students, encouraging and motivating them to 
continue to improve and develop, whilst making students feel part 
of the Haslingden High School community. We run commendation 
assemblies, issue regular house points, send achievement 
postcards home and regularly present school badges, ensuring 
that no opportunity for celebrating any aspect of our students’ 
achievements is missed.

We are confident that with the combination of our caring and 
dedicated staff, alongside your crucial support and expertise as 
parents, the move to Haslingden High School will be an exciting 
and successful one for your child.
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The settling in period was made very 
easy for the pupils due to the attention 
and care provided by the staff.” 

PARENT

“

I’m extremely proud to 
have children at Haslingden 
High. I have needed to 
access the pastoral care 
team on several occasions 
over the last four years for 
my boys and I have always 
had outstanding support 
and communication. Thank 
you for everything you do 
for our children.” 

PARENT

“



Beyond the taught 
curriculum  
We believe that learning should not stop at the end of the 
school day. We are passionate about offering a diverse 
range of extra-curricular and leadership opportunities and 
want students to leave with a whole host of wonderful 
memories of their time spent with us.

Sport and physical activity are an important part of life at our school 
and our dedicated team offers a wide range of activities. Being active 
encourages a healthy lifestyle and helps to develop essential life skills 
such as teamwork and resilience. The variety of opportunities available 
reflects the breadth of interests and talents of our students. Popular 
sporting activities include football, rugby, netball, cricket, rounders, 
basketball and trampolining. Our teams compete successfully in major 
competitions at all levels and a number of our young people have 
represented Lancashire and even England in sports as diverse as golf, 
swimming, trampolining, BMX riding and handball.

Each year, students participate in numerous visits and excursions, 
which include visits to galleries, museums and theatres, geography 
and biology field trips and holidays abroad. We also offer students 
the opportunity to become involved in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
scheme and have large numbers of students successfully completing 
their Bronze, Silver and Gold awards alongside their studies.

We have a strong tradition in the performing arts and our curriculum 
helps students to develop creativity, confidence and high self-
esteem. Our music department is exceptional and our various bands 
and ensembles have won a number of accolades, both locally and 
nationally. Dance clubs, art clubs, drama workshops, peripatetic 
music lessons, full-scale annual productions and a range of shows 
and performances collectively ensure that all students are given the 
opportunity to pursue their artistic interests – or just have some fun!

Haslingden High School and Sixth Form Achievement for All

Our students have 
outstanding opportunities



We want our students to have a voice and to be heard, 
empowering them to develop their confidence and to 
recognise how they can influence change in their school 
and beyond.

A sense of community is an essential element of life in our school, and 
we regularly encourage our students to make a positive contribution 
to the school, the local and the global community, becoming ethical, 
informed and active citizens. Our students are involved in a number 
of community projects and charity work is a real strength of the 
school. Students are aware of their responsibilities as global citizens 
and they demonstrate genuine concern for others, working hard to 
make a difference wherever they can. 

We have an active School Council and Sixth Form Management 
Team, which helps to promote the ethos of the school and play a 
key role in decision making. The School Council represents just 
one of the many ways in which students are encouraged to take on 
leadership roles and help to shape the school’s future development.
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We guide students,
helping them to

become
kind, resilient

and ethical
individuals  



Haslingden High School and Sixth Form Achievement for All

A happy, thriving community relies on shared expectations 
and we believe our respect agenda provides clarity and 
reassurance for all. We expect all members of our school 
community to know and adhere to our four expectations:

1. Speak and behave respectfully to staff and students 

2. Respect your learning and the learning of others

3. Respect the school environment

4. Respect the wider community

We are proud of the behaviour and attitude of our students and 
this continues to be a strength of our school. We believe that 
excellent behaviour is underpinned by positive relationships and it 
is this approach that creates the trust and mutual respect we see at 
Haslingden High School.  

Our students are proud to wear our uniform because they are proud 
to be part of our school. A uniform promotes a feeling of unity 
and a sense of belonging and we insist on the highest standards 
of presentation and believe that this supports a positive climate for 
learning for all members of our community.

Homework also has a key role to play in ensuring every student 
reaches his or her full potential. It supports, extends and consolidates 
the work covered in lessons and encourages independent learning 
and time management skills. We think carefully about the transition 
from primary school and the expectations and structure of our 
homework programme reflect this. The way in which it is set and the 
time required each week gradually progress to meet the needs of all 
learners.

We have high expectations 
and standards in all aspects 

of school life



Haslingden High School and Sixth FormAchievement for All

Although ‘Haslingden Sixth’ has its own sense of identity, the Sixth 
Form at Haslingden High School is very much part of the school 
community as a whole. The Head Boy and Head Girl, along with the 
Sixth Form Management Team, take an active role on the School 
Council and all Sixth Form students understand their responsibility 
as role models. The Sixth Form provides a seamless transition from 
main school to post-16 study and the majority of our students stay 
on to study with us in the Sixth Form. They are joined by students 
from several other local schools. 

We offer a wide range of A Level and applied courses and examination 
results are excellent. Almost all our students choose to progress to 
universities throughout the UK, including Oxford and Cambridge.

Our Sixth Form
is a Community
within a Community 

Thank you to all of you for 10 
consecutive years of wonderful 
teaching, encouragement, 
opportunities and support for our two 
sons. Couldn’t have wished for a better 
school.” 

PARENT

“



Haslingden High School and Sixth Form

I hope that our prospectus has outlined what we believe in and 
what we are collectively working towards here at Haslingden High 
School and Sixth Form. I am exceptionally proud of the hard work 
and dedication of our students and staff that lie at the heart of the 
continued high performance we see each year at both GCSE and A 
Level.

I feel strongly that our excellent academic achievements are the 
culmination of our student-centred approach, the ethos and culture 
we create and our relentless drive for high standards, which 
collectively combine to make Haslingden High School and Sixth 
Form the fantastic community that I believe it is. 

I feel privileged to be part of a school with a proud and successful 
past and such a promising future. I hope you want to be a part of 
our school community and I look forward to welcoming you to 
Haslingden High School.  

Russell Clarke
HEADTEACHER

Achievement for All
www.haslingdenhigh.com

Our high 
performing
school… 
Without the teachers’ encouragement 
and positivity they gave me I wouldn’t 
be where I am today! I would highly 
recommend Haslingden High School as 
the place to go in order to succeed.” 

STUDENT

“
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