
Year 7 History Homework

Why is Ireland a divided nation?

Instructions:

- Please complete all tasks in this booklet
- Upload all work to showbie for your teacher

- The final task in this booklet is the main task  This 
is what you will receive feedback on from your 

teacher



Task 1 - Use the internet to find a map of the British 
Isles and then label the different countries on the blank 

map 

Task 2 – Use the internet to find out 5 fact about Ireland

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 



Religious Differences in Ireland and England

Catholic Church services are full of old traditions. The churches are highly decorated and 

services are often read in Latin. Catholics believe in the practise of confession to cleanse their 

sins. The Irish during the Middle Ages was almost entirely Catholic 

 

Protestant Churches are very simple. When Henry 

VIII changed the English religion many of the old 

statues and decorations were removed from 

churches. Protestants believe that Christians 

should not need riches to be close to God and that 

straight forward simple churches and services in 

English were much more important. 

Use the pictures and information to list similarities between the 
Catholic and Protestant  churches

Use the pictures and information to list differences between the 
Catholic and Protestant  churches



Relations between England and Ireland were always strained as many English Protestants went to settle in Ireland and took over Irish land.  
One of the worst period’s was when Oliver Cromwell was controlling England – Read the information and cartoon and then answer the 
questions on the next page.
Oliver Cromwell came to rule England after his victory in the English Civil War.  During this war Cromwell had fought against the English 
King Charles.  Ireland had supported the King during this war and Cromwell was a very strict protestant whereas most people in Ireland 
were Catholic.  These factors meant Cromwell was an enemy of the Irish.



Use the information on the previous slide to answer the following questions in as much detail as you can:

1. Why did Cromwell not like the Irish?

2. Give an example of something Cromwell did which might suggest he was a harsh rule

3. What was the impact of Cromwell’s action in Ireland?



Middle Ages

• Ireland was an independent country

• Irish people were Catholic

1600s-1700s

• English and Scottish Protestants began to settle in Ireland

• These new settlers took away land from the Catholics

• The Protestants believed they were superior to the Catholics and so passed harsh laws.  For example, 
Catholics were not allowed to own land or have a job in government.

1801

• The Act of Union – England took complete control of Ireland.  They even made a new flag (the Union 
Jack)

• All decisions for Ireland were now made in England

Below is a diagram of the major developments in relation between Ireland and England up to 
1801 which show how Ireland became part of the United Kingdom. 

Unionists – Those in Ireland who were happy to be part of the United Kingdom – they were 
usually protestants.

Nationalists – Those in Ireland who were wanted independence from England – they were 
usually Catholics



By the 1900s many Irish Nationalists had got fed up with 
living under British rule and some joined the Irish republican 
Army (IRA).  The IRA began to fight against the English by 
attacking government buildings and killing important people.

Britain responded by using the Irish police and the British 
army to fight against the IRA.  The clashes between the two 
sides led to the death of many, some of whom were innocent 
Irish civilians.

By 1922 everyone was tired of the fighting and so the British 
Government began negotiations with the nationalists.  The 
decision was made to partition Ireland with Northern Ireland 
(where the majority of Protestants lived) remaining part of 
the UK and the rest of Ireland becoming an independence 
country.



One of the first major rebellions against the British 
by the nationalists took place in 1916 in what was 

known as the Easter Rising

Task – Research the 1916 Easter Rising and produce a newspaper report on the event

What to include in your newspaper report

- Causes of the Uprising
- Key people involved

- Events of the Uprising
- Outcome/Consequences of the Uprising

The following websites might help with your research:

Easter Rising 1916 - Ireland in the 20th century - KS3 History Revision - BBC Bitesize

Ireland - The 1916 Easter Rising - History Learning Site

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrhrd2p/revision/3#:~:text=%20Easter%20Rising%201916%20%201%20The%20Irish,taken%20control%20of%20the%20situation%20and...%20More%20
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ireland-1845-to-1922/the-1916-easter-rising/

