
 

 

 

YEAR 7 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NL  

Autumn 
Term 1 

 
Autumn 
Term 2 

HISTORY OF WESTERN 
RELIGION 
An introductory study of 10 key 
events in the history of 
Western/Abrahamic religion, 
stretching from Abraham to the 
20th century 
 

Linking key 
events from the 
past 4000 years 
to current world 
situations 
 

These moments are of huge 
influence on the development of 
these religions and on Western 
society in general.  They are also of 
foundational importance in 
understanding some of the key 
concepts found in the study of 
religion and worldviews.   

HOW DO WE STUDY RELIGION 
AND WORLDVIEWS? 
An introduction to the multiple 
disciplines of philosophy, 
theology and social science, and 
the different questions they 
raise for the study of religion 
and worldviews 
 

Recognition that 
the nature of the 
questions asked 
has an impact of 
the kind of 
answers we are 
looking for 

Before embarking on the study of 
religion and worldviews, students 
need to understand that the multi-
disciplinary nature of the subject 
means different kinds of questions 
are asked, each requiring a different 
type of answer. 

Spring 
Term 1 

RELIGION AND BELIEF IN 
ROSSENDALE 
A study of the beliefs and values 
of local people, using data 
collected by students.  
Comparison of this data with 
findings from different times 
and different places. Exploring 
the diverse nature of religious 
and non-religious worldviews.  
 

Using the tools of 
a social scientist 
eg. analysis and 
interpretation, to 
investigate data 
and what it might 
mean about the 
diversity of the 
community 
around us. 

Perhaps the most basic fact about 
religious and non-religious 
worldviews is that they are diverse 
and complex. This unit helps 
students to understand some of this 
complexity and the impact that this 
has on the study of these 
communities. 

Religious Studies Department Rationale 
 

Through a broad, in-depth and varied study of religion and worldviews, students will be 
more informed about important issues and questions in society, and in doing so develop 

their ability to think critically and become more intellectually autonomous. 

Lancashire SACRE Aims KS3  
 

The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews 

• Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews,  

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldview 



 

 

 
 

Spring 
Term 2 

WHAT DO WE KNOW AND 
HOW DO WE KNOW IT? 
A study of philosophical ideas 
about knowledge and belief, and 
where they come from 

Using the tools of 
a philosopher eg. 
questioning and 
analysis, to study 
what knowledge 
is and where it 
comes from. 

Questions about what we know and 
how we know it are as old as 
philosophical thought, and this study 
of the nature of knowledge and 
belief will help students to 
understand why people with 
different religious and non-religious 
worldviews end up reaching 
different conclusions about the 
same questions. 
 

Summer 
Term 1 

WHAT MAKES SOMEONE A 
HINDU? 
A study of the diversity of 
Hinduism, raising questions 
about the core identity of 
Hindus 
 
 

Examining the 
diverse beliefs 
and practices of 
Hindus and 
questioning what 
these tells us 
about the nature 
of the Hindu 
community. 

A religion as diverse as Hinduism, 
both in terms of belief and practice, 
raises questions about the identity 
of being Hindu. In particular, what 
does it mean to be a Hindu, when 
there are other Hindus with 
significantly different beliefs and 
practices. These questions are also 
relevant to all other religious and 
non-religious communities. 
 

Summer 
Term 2 

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM 
HOW PEOPLE CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS AND EASTER? 
A study of the wide variety of 
ways that people celebrate 
Christmas and Easter, and what 
we can tell about the beliefs of 
these people based on these 
practices 
 

Linking peoples’ 
practice to their 
beliefs 

Everyone is familiar with these two 
festivals to some extent, and many 
people engage in celebration of 
these, not just Christians. Studying 
the link between practice and belief 
allows us to examine the nature of 
that link, if indeed there is such a 
link. 


