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Early History 

The first official recording of ‘Haslingden’ was in 1241. At this time 

Haslingden was not a town, it was not even a village! Haslingden was 

part of ‘The ________ of Rossendale’, which was not a wooded area 

but was instead used for _________ animals by the local _______ 

who also owned the whole area.  

It was not until the late 1700s that Haslingden was large enough to 
be thought of as a small town. This was mainly thanks to the increase 
in the number of _______ and the recently arrived cotton factories. 
By the 1720s over 35% of the local ________________ were working 
in cotton and wool ___________. In 1750, it was estimated that the 
population of Haslingden was around ______ people. By 1801, the 
population had increased to over 4,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Use these words to fill in the gaps above: FACTORIES; HUNTING; WOOL; 1000; 

FOREST; POPULATION; LORDS. 

This is the town crest or ‘coat of arms’ for 

Haslingden. All towns have a crest. The 

symbols on the crests tell you something 

about the town. What do these symbols 

tell you about Haslingden? 

This is a ‘flying shuttle’. Find out what it 

was used for and explain why it is on the 

crest for the town. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development 

Dr. John Aikin was an English doctor and writer. He had a 

great interest in the effect of factories on people’s lives, and 

visited Haslingden in 1795. 

Task  

Why is there a spade and pickaxe on the 

crest? 

What do you think this motto means and how is it linked with 

Haslingden? 



Dr. Aikin noticed major changes, to do with manufacture 

(what was made), work, and buildings around town. Read 

about his findings and explain how these three areas had 

changed in the grid on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Aikin, writing in 1795: 

 “Haslingden has grown and improved a lot in 

the last 20 years. This is because of a lot more 

factories being built in the town. Before people 

worked making woollen cloth, now they have 

started working more in the cotton mills. The 

local factory owners have built shops, nice 

houses and pubs for visitors to stay in. Lots of 

people also work in the shops and pubs. The 

town has changed from a small, dirty town with 

not many shops. There are also plans to improve 

the town further” 
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The Railway and Haslingden 

 

By 1844 there were at least 48 mills in Haslingden, and the population 
had more than doubled since 1801. The new railway was built in 1848 
and this helped the population and factories increase. Many new 
factories were built to provide access to the railways. Originally factories 
would have had to use the roads and rivers to transport goods. This 
would have been slow and awkward and you were limited on where you 

could transport to. 
 
Task: On this map of East 
Lancashire, mark the railway 
which was built linking 

Blackburn to Burnley through Accrington. Now add a second line from 
Accrington to Rawtenstall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task: Explain why the introduction of the railway would have helped 
Haslingden and its industry expand and improve.  
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Task – Mark 3 interesting buildings or places on this map of Haslingden. Then explain 
on the next page what makes them historically interesting. 
 
Ask your family and friends if they know of any interesting historical buildings or 
places in Haslingden. Or take a walk yourself around town to see if you can see 
anything interesting. Look out for memorials, blue information plaques and old 
buildings.  
 
Some possible places to start might be St. James’ Church, Wilkinson Street and the 
public library. Try not to choose all three of these, think of some of your own.  
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Assessed Piece 

Write a short essay (A minimum of one paragraph) explaining 
how Haslingden developed into an industrial town and why it 

developed into an industrial town? 
 

This is the most important part of the booklet.  You will need to use 
what, is in the booklet, to be able to answer it properly.  We also 
encourage you to do some independent research about Industrial 

Haslingden to extend your answer.   
 

Success Criteria  
 
Good – You have used information from your homework booklet to 
describe how Haslingden developed into an Industrial Town.   
 
Better – You have used information from your homework booklet to 
describe how and why Haslingden developed into an Industrial Town 
 
Exceptional – You have used information from your homework booklet 
and your own research to fully to describe how and why Haslingden 
developed into an Industrial Town 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Key words to include in your work (you could cross them out when you 

have used them) 

Industry; factories; rivers; railways; location; transport; wool; 

cotton; Manchester; East Lancashire; population; housing 
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