
 

A level History Bridging Unit  

What does this course require of me? 

During the two year history course you will study 3 units and complete 1 piece of 

coursework of 3-4,000 words.  The exam board is OCR. 

Unit 1: England 1445 – 1509 – Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII – Within this unit you will 

be required to build up an in depth understanding of the events of what is commonly 

referred to as the ‘War of the Roses’.  You will need to use this knowledge to write analytical 

essays to reach your own judgements.  In addition, you will need to evaluate a range of 

primary sources based on both content and provenance. 

Unit 2: Russia 1894 – 1941 – Within this unit you will be require to build up an in depth 

understanding of Tsarist Russia, the 2 revolutions of 1917 and the subsequent communist 

government.  Using this knowledge, you will be asked to compare the importance of 

different factors, evaluate the success of policies and explain the causes of a range of 

events.   

Unit 3: The Changing Nature of Warfare 1792-1945 – This unit is known as the breadth unit 

as you are required to look at a specific development (warfare) over time.  This means you 

will need to study different themes within warfare, such as generalship and technology, and 

be able to evaluate how this changed overtime.  In addition, you will look at some specific 

case studies from the different time periods studies to enable you to give specific examples 

within you writing.  Finally, you will study different historical interpretations and be asked to 

used evidence to evaluate their overall validity.   

Unit 4:  Non Examined Assessment – This unit will require you to pick a question focused on 

the Russia unit you would have studied in Year 12.  You will be given a choice of question, all 

of which will require you to research an area of interest in more depth to produce a 3- 4,000 

word essay.  Within this essay you will bring together the skills learnt from all the other 

history units.  This means analysing events, primary sources and evaluating historical 

interpretations to reach an overall judgement on your given topic. 

 

How does this help prepare me for A-Level History? 

Your summer learning is aimed to give you some contextual understanding of what Russia 

was like in the 19th and 20th centuries. Even though the course starts in 1894, which marks 

the beginning of the reign of Tsar Nicholas II, you need to understand what reforms had 

been made under his father and grandfather to understand the regime he inherited. 

 

 

 



Task 1 – Alexander II and Alexander III 

Create a fact file about Alexander II and Alexander III.  In your fact file try to include – each 

fact file should be at least one side of A4: 

• Dates of rule 

• Any important decisions/reforms they enacted 

• What was their overall reputation as Tsar? 

• Details of their death  

There is a range of information available about both of these rulers, but the websites below 

might be a good starting point. 

https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSalexander2.htm 

https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSalexander3.htm 

 

Task 2 – Emancipation of the Serfs 

One of the key reforms made in Russia during the 19th century was the emancipation of the 

serfs.  This reform is crucial to understanding the country which Tsar Nicholas II inherited in 

1894.  Research the emancipation of the serfs and answer the questions which follow in as 

much detail as you can. 

1. What was a serf? 

2. Why did Tsar Alexander II emancipate the serfs? 

3. Why did many of the newly free peasants disagree with how they had been 

emancipated?   

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b2gspd - This is a link to a radio broadcast about the 

emancipation of the serfs 

https://www.historytoday.com/archive/emancipation-russian-serfs-1861 - This is an article 

by historian  Michael Lynch about the emancipation of the serfs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsGl6wYZQdU – This is a link to a you tube revision 

video about the emancipation of the serfs (do not worry it is aimed at AQA it is still 

relevant). 
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Task 3 – Why was Russia so hard to Rule? 

Join the Showbie Clasroom NN3UE 

Under Task 3 there is information about Russia at the beginning of the 20th century.  Use 

this information to create a mind map of why Russia was so hard to rule. On your mind map 

try to focus on the following factors: 

- Society 

- Economy 

- Geography 

- Government 

 

Use your mind map to write a short essay answering the question ‘Explain why Russia was 

so hard to govern at the beginning of the 20th century’.  Withing this essay you should 

include 3 paragraphs, with each paragraph focusing on one of the factors from your mind 

map. 

 

Extension Tasks: 

Reading is key to A Level history I would recommend reading one of the following books – 

You can get most second hand for very low cost and most are also available in digital form. 

Orlando Figes – A Pelican Introduction: Revolutionary Russia 1891-1991 

S.A. Smith - The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction 

Felix Rhodes:  The Clever Teens Guide to the Russian Revolution (Clever Teens Guide Book 

3) 

 


