
DANCE BRIDGING TASKS 

What does this course require of me? 

As you can see from the above diagram, the course is 50% practical and 50% theory.


In year 12, you will learn about Christopher Bruce and Rambert Dance Company (1966-2002), with a focus on 
the first set work “Rooster”, by Christopher Bruce. In practical lessons, you will start by learning general 
contemporary dance technique and further developing your choreography skills. You will then learn a solo 
inspired by “Rooster”. 


In the summer term you will begin to learn about Independent Contemporary Dance in Britain, and you will start 
to learn a quartet based on work by Matthew Bourne.


In year 13 you will complete the learning of the quartet and learn about the other works of Matthew Bourne. You 
will be sent stimulus from which you choreograph a group dance. You will learn about Akram Khan and Sidi 
Larbi Cherkaoui, with a focus on the second set work “Sutra”, within the context of the Independent 
Contemporary Dance Scene in Britain 2000-current.


How will this unit help to prepare me for the A-Level? 

The following tasks will enable you to understand the history of the development of modern dance in the USA 
and the UK, which will help to contextualise the specific area of study in year12, which is the study of Rambert 
Dance Company and the works of Christopher Bruce.


Join the following Showbie class, and place copies of any work completed into the appropriate folder on 
there: T5L8T 
I recommend that you complete one task per week, in the set order. 



Bridging task 1 (Week beginning 4th May) 

RESEARCH the history of modern dance is the USA, focussing on key practitioners 


Look at this website, and find three key names from the emergence of modern dance in the USA.


https://www.contemporary-dance.org/modern-dance-history.html


Write notes on each by reading about them and seeing if any clips are available on YouTube.


Think about


-  Their history, background 

- The themes and ideas of their dances

- Movement 

- Costumes

- Aural setting


Use the same resources to find out about three modern dance pioneers from UK/Europe 


—————————————————————————————————————————————————


Bridging task 2 (Week beginning 11th May) 

How did the Rambert Dance Company begin? Who founded it? What was the company’s ethos? 

Who were the key figures in the development of the company through its history?


rambert.org.uk 

(Look up ‘about’ and then ‘our history’) 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————


Bridging task 3 (Week beginning 18th May) 

Watch the following interview with Christopher Bruce. Make notes on his responses.


https://vimeo.com/237214906 

List his most renowned works and see how many you can find on YouTube. Create a table with general/initial 
observations about each. On your table, attempt to place the works in chronological order.


—————————————————————————————————————————————————


https://www.contemporary-dance.org/modern-dance-history.html
http://rambert.org.uk


Week beginning 25th May = half term 

Bridging task 4 (1st June) 

https://www.rambert.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rooster-Resource-Pack-1.pdf 

Read the document.

Watch as many sections as you can find on YouTube.

Write a short review of the dance.

https://www.rambert.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Rooster-Resource-Pack-1.pdf

