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Information Technology CTech IntDip Level 3 Rationale 
To educate students in the knowledge and skills required for employment and for the community as a whole. To develop the behaviours and 
attributes needed to progress and succeed in education and in work. 

Aims  
The qualification aims to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills of the principles of IT and Global Information Systems. 
Students will gain an insight into the IT sector as they investigate the pace of technological change, IT infrastructure, the flow of information on 
a global scale, and the importance of legal and security considerations.  
 

YEAR 
12 

Content Skills Rationale / Link to Specification 

Autumn 
Term 1&2 

Unit 2 Global 
Information 
theory. 
 
90 GLH 
 
Externally 
assessed 

Improving use of application software to a more professional 
standard. 
 
Organising electronic files and folders using standard ways of 
working and sensible naming conventions. 
 
1. Understand where information is held globally and how it is 
transmitted 
2. Understand the styles, classification and the management of 
global information 
3. Understand the use of global information and the benefits to 
individuals and organisations 
4. Understand the legal and regulatory framework governing the 
storage and use of global information 
5. Understand the process flow of information  
6. Understand the principles of information security 

Students take the external exam in the 
January session. This works well as it 
provides an important focus for the new 
sixth formers right from the very start of 
their sixth form studies. 
 
Unit 2 is chosen in preference to Unit 1 
as there is a pre-release element to the 
Unit 2 exam which means that teachers 
can guide students in how to prepare. 
The emphasis on the importance of 
applying your understanding to the given 
scenario is emphasised at this early stage 
in the course. 
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Autumn 
Term 2 

Unit 21 Web 
development 
and 
prototyping 

Students research, design and produce an interactive, responsive 
website that is specific to a client’s needs, culminating in presenting 
the concept of the website using the prototype to the client.  
 
1. Understand the fundamentals of web design 
2. Be able to plan the development of an interactive website for an 
identified client 

The Web development unit is a good 
choice for the start of the practical work 
because students have a good 
understanding of the purpose of a 
website for a business.  
 
Students are very keen to start building 
some technical skills at this point in the 
course and enjoy using the WordPress 
development environment.  

Spring 
Term 1&2 

Unit 21 Web 
development 
and 
prototyping 

 
3. Be able to create prototype websites for an identified client 
4. Be able to present the interactive website concept to an 
identified client 

It is great to see students gaining in 
confidence as they develop their 
technical web prototyping skills. As IT 
students they enjoy seeing that they 
have created a professional looking 
website that the majority of “non-
technical” people can’t achieve. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Unit 1 
Fundamentals 
of IT 
 
90 GLH 
 
Externally 
assessed 

A sound understanding of IT technologies and practices is essential 
for IT professionals. Information learnt in this unit will provide a 
solid foundation in the fundamentals of hardware, networks, 
software, the ethical use of computers and how business uses IT. 
 
1. Understand computer hardware 
2. Understand computer software 
3. Understand business IT systems 

Now that the students have completed 
one of the coursework units, it is a good 
time to start the more challenging of the 
theory units. 
 
It is good timing to be able to have a 
Block C assessment on the first 3 
learning objectives of this unit. It keeps 
the students working hard and focused 
at this point in the summer term. 
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Summer 
Term 1&2 

Unit 13 Social 
Media and 
Digital 
Marketing  

The use of social media has increased massively over recent years 
and is now a world- 
wide phenomenon. 
Digital marketing is part of the overall process of marketing and is 
the use of digital media to increase awareness of a product or 
service.  
 
1. Understand digital marketing 

It works well in the final few weeks of 
term to have a clear focus at this point 
where the P1 assignment is to be 
completed. 
 

OVER SUMMER: SOCIAL MEDIA DIARY 
Follow social media of identified 
organisionations like colleges and 
universities in order to have evidence for 
the impact of social media on these 
organisations. This ties in nicely with 
students starting to think about their plans 
for the future and the upcoming UCAS 
process. 
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YEAR 
13 

Content Skills Rationale / Link to NC 

Autumn 
Term 1&2 

Unit 13 Social 
Media and 
Digital 
Marketing 

This unit looks at digital marketing as a concept and then offers 
students the opportunity to explore the possible impacts, both 
positive and negative, that may be generated by the use of social 
media as a digital marketing tool. 
 
2. Understand the use of social media in a business 
3. Be able to plan content and propose appropriate social media 
channels for digital marketing campaigns 
4. Be able to develop social media digital marketing campaigns 

This unit works well at this time of year 
because of the requirement for 
“meaningful employer involvement”.  
 
The scenario for the unit is the HHS sixth 
form, and students attend Sixth form 
open evening to conduct primary 
research. 

Autumn 
Term 1&2 

Unit 1 
Fundamentals 
of IT 

4. Understand employability and communication skills used in an IT 
environment 
5. Understand ethical and operational issues and threats to 
computer systems 
 

Students are motivated to complete the 
theory for Unit 1 at this point because 
they know the external exam is straight 
after Christmas. 
 
From past experience, students are 
familiar with the format the exam will 
take and are motivated to study hard 
and do well. It is an advantage that the 
students do not have any A-level exams 
at the same time. 
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Spring 
Term 1 

Unit 6 App 
Development 

The world is increasingly reliant on applications that help 
individuals, businesses and organisations achieve specific activities 
or purposes. Students will explore potential ideas for a new 
application and develop the fundamental design for it. Students 
design an app and how users will interact with it. Then it is 
prototyped and presented to a client. 
 
1. Understand how applications are designed  
2. Be able to investigate potential solutions for application 
developments 

Towards the end of the course, students 
are ready to tackle the App 
Development unit. They are building on 
their understanding of developing a 
product for a client. This unit requires a 
thorough list of end user requirements 
and the past experience pays off here. 

Spring 
Term 2 

Unit 6 App 
Development 

3. Be able to generate designs for application solutions 
4. Be able to present application solutions to meet client and user 
requirements 

As they are keen to finish the course, 
students work hard at this point to 
develop the coding required using the 
AppShed online tool. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Preparation for 
any exam resits 

 It is good to have some time left to be 
able to focus on extra study and past 
paper practice with students re-sitting to 
maximise their final grade. 

 


