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A message from the Headteacher

84% of Year 11 gained a standard pass in English and 82% in mathematics
Just under 40% of all students achieved a grade 7, 8 or 9 in English; this included an incredible 22% of all English literature
results at grades 8 or 9 and 33% 7+
22% of all grades awarded were at grade 7 or above
31% of students achieved a grade 5 or above in every subject studied
31 students achieved at least one grade 9 across 15 different subjects
29% of all students achieved 3 or more 7 – 9 grades 
11 students achieved grade 7+ in all subjects, with 8 students averaging higher than a grade 8
248 grade 8 or 9 were achieved by the students, including 68 grade 9s

Welcome to the Autumn Edition 2019 of Haslingden Highlights, which tries to capture a flavour of the many diverse activities
and events that enrich the lives of our students.  
 
At Haslingden High School we firmly believe that ‘Achievement for All’ is at the heart of all we do in school. Examination results
are hugely important, and so too is developing the skills that prepare our students for further study and the world of work. But
long lasting memories of school life often relate to activities that take place outside the classroom. Haslingden High School
provides a wide range of clubs, trips and activities to help our students grow and develop holistically as well as allow them to
pursue their interests and talents. I believe these opportunities are often of equal importance to other aspects of school life. I
am proud to be the Headteacher of a school that values the education of the whole child and has staff that regularly go the
extra mile in the best interest of its students. 
 
Our GCSE results in 2019 were fantastic! Over 76% of our students left with a grade 4 (defined by the government as a
‘standard pass’ and the equivalent of a grade C) or better in both English and maths, against a national average of 63% in all
schools. In addition, 50% of all our students achieved a grade 5 (defined by the government as a ‘strong pass’), in both English
and maths, compared to a national average of 43%. Other achievements of our leavers in 2019 include:
       

 
We are equally delighted with the students who performed exceptionally well and made significant progress with us, yet may
have achieved grades below a grade 4. We have welcomed many of our students into the 6th form, where results are
traditionally very strong, with practically every student going on to university (the vast majority at their first-choice
establishment), starting on a higher level apprenticeship or entering the world of work. 
 
I am sure you are aware of the increasing focus on the environment at a local, national and international level. As a school, we
fully support the government’s ambition for all schools to eliminate their use of single-use plastics by 2022. The school’s Eco-
Group and our School Council are heavily involved in changing the way we operate in a number of areas, in particular in the
canteens. You should have received a letter from the School Council outlining progress to date and seeking your support to
bring about this much needed but challenging aim. 
 
This is the time of year when the weather can get particularly bad and I would like to draw your attention to our emergency
school closure procedures which give advice on how to find out if the school is closed and what your child should do if the
school is forced to close early. These occasions are rare and the school makes every effort to remain open if it is safe to do so. 
This information is on the school website and hard copies are available on request both from the main school and student
reception. It is very important that we have an up to date email address for parental contacts as you should receive an email in
the event of any closure, along with the other identified methods of communication.  
 
The term dates for 2019-2020 are available on the school website.
 
I really hope you get the same enjoyment from reading this edition of Highlights as we get from seeing the pleasure on the
faces of our students. I am sure you would like to echo my thanks to our staff for giving up so much of their free time especially
at a time of huge change in the educational landscape. I would like to thank all parents for your ongoing support of your
children and our school.
 
I hope you have a fantastic Christmas and great New Year, and I look forward to seeing our students on Monday 6 January
2020.
 
Mark Jackson

A message from the Headteacher



Mental Health Awareness 

The
Highlights

 

 

A team of four enthusiastic Year 11 prefects Esmée booth, Caitlin

Woodend, Eilidh Aindow and Bryony Booth gave up their time to

make hundreds of wrist bands, pin badges and lapel ribbons selling

them to staff and students during form time, the proceeds of which

will all go to the Young Minds charity.  

 

Staff were also given the opportunity to take part in the 'Tea and

Talk' initiative organised by the Mental Health Foundation, during

staff training sessions. 

 

 

Year 11 revision skills

OF THIS TERM

ESSkiA British Ski Finals

Education Key Note Speaker, Tim Milner, came into school for the

day to work with Y11 students on revision skills ahead of their

mock exams. He introduced students to a range of strategies and

exam techniques and also presented to parents explaining what

help and guidance can be given at home.  Tim commended our

students on their brilliant attitude, describing the day as 'a

highlight of his year.'

Remembrance Service
Every year our students go above and beyond to mark

Remembrance Day and this year was no exception.  We held our

usual service in the Remembrance Garden, where we laid wreaths,

read poems and The Last Post was played by student Harry Turner.

Students also sold poppies around school, not forgetting those

involved outside of school in Remembrance Sunday parades. 

Our ski team took on the best in the country and came fourth in

the finals in Stoke. The team, comprising of students Oliver

Harwood, Matthew Marriott, Jonathan Calvert and Adam Griffin

came up against several private and grammar schools at the two

day event, held at Norwich Dry Ski Slopes. The team hopes to be

back again to compete next year. 



Mock Election

Trampolining

Science trip to London

Lego robotics

Working in partnership with Bolton Boys School, Sixth

Form students Serena Cape and Madeleine Jackson

have been seeking a scientific solution to the problem

of contact lenses, which was proposed by an

Optometrist from the University of Manchester. The two

schools shared a research grant from the Royal Society

of Chemistry to pay for the study and they all travelled

to the Royal Society in London to present their initial

findings.

School hosted a LEGO Robotics fun afternoon lead by

Lancashire Adult Learning. Mums, dads and even

grandparents joined in! Johanna, the LAL tutor, did an

amazing job helping everyone to bring 'Milo' the Mars

Rover to life using the LEGO Robotics app and students

developed lots of skills including science, ICT and

maths, making it fun for everyone.

Well done to all 18 of our students who competed in the

North West Schools Trampolining Championships in

Wigan. We had students representing us in a wide

range of categories and a number of students who have

never competed before! Lucie-Mae Haigh is now North

West Champion and Lucie Waters came in third.

Congratulations to the girls team, who qualify for the

zonal round in 2nd place. For the boys, Will Harding

took the title of North West Champion, with Josh

Lowthian placed third, and the team were the overall

winners!

Students took to the polls in their own mini-version of the

General Election. Five candidates were up for election and

the results were as follows: 

Akeefah Tasnia - Labour 481 votes

Tarek Ahmed - Common Ground 317 votes

Oliver Evans - Conservative 309 votes

James Turner - Liberal Democrats 276 votes

Mariam Gul - Green Party 79 votes

Students were fantastic and seemed to really enjoy the

experience and it certainly got everyone talking about

politics!



FOCUS ON OPTIONS:

Germany  is  the  second  biggest  exporter  of  goods  in  the  world  and  has  the  strongest  economy  in

Europe

German  is  the  most  commonly  spoken  f irst  language  in  the  EU

French  is  the  second  most  spoken  language  in  the  EU  and  one  of  the  official  languages  of  the

European  Union ,  NATO ,  the  UN ,  UNESCO  and  the  International  Olympic  Committee

French  is  the  f ifth  most  widely  spoken  language  in  the  world ,  including  Canada  and  many

countries  in  Africa

French  is  the  second  most  widely  learned  foreign  language  after  English  and  is  a  starting  point  for

other  language  of  Latin  origin ,  such  as  Spanish ,  Italian ,  Portuguese  and  Romanian

People  who  use  a  second  language  in  their  work  can  earn  up  to  20% more  per  year  than  their

monolingual  counterparts !

The   English  Baccalaureate ,  or  ‘EBacc ’  is  a  set  of  subjects  at   GCSE   level  that  is  intended  to  keep

young  people ’s  options  open  for  further  study  and  future  careers .

 

The  EBacc  combines :

·          English  language  and  l iterature

·          maths

·        the  sciences  (either  GCSE  combined  science ,  the  three  separate  sciences ,  or  computer  science)

·          geography  or  history

·          a  language

 

A  recent  study  published  in  The  Oxford  Review  of  Education  found  that  a  student  choosing  an

EBacc-eligible  curriculum  at  14–16  is  more  l ikely  to  follow  an  academic  track  and  more  l ikely  to

remain  in  full-time  education .

 

Sutton  Trust  research  also  suggests  that  studying  the   EBacc   can  help  improve  a  young  person ’s

performance  in  English  and  maths .

 

Many  families  will  already  be  exploring  a  child ’s  university  options  before  they  begin  studying  their

GCSEs .  It ’s  important  to  recognise  that  the  EBacc  is  not  something  universities  base  their  decisions

on  when  it  comes  to  offering  places  to  students ,  but  those  students  who  have  done  so  will  be  able

to  demonstrate  they ’ve  studied  a  broad  range  of  core  subjects .

 

Why is learning a language important? 
 

Learning  another  language  is  an  accomplishment  of  which  you  can  and  should  be  proud .  Taking  a

modern  language  makes  you  more  employable ;  so  many  businesses  are  trading  with  countries  in

Europe  and  your  language  skill  would  make  you  a  fabulous  candidate  for  a  job .  Lots  of  universities

are  also  looking  out  for  students  who  have  a  language  skill  - they  l ike  the  focus  and  drive  of

students  that  have  invested  in  learning  a  language  for  a  few  years !    Studying  a  language  at  school

could  allow  you  to  study  a  different  language  such  as  Japanese  or  Italian  at  university .

 

There  are  so  many  places  that  languages  could  take  you  - career  paths  include  business ,  teaching ,

travel ,  translation ,  sports  or  journalism .  Having  the  knowledge  and  the  ability  to  use  another

language  could  open  doors  to  you  that  you  would  never  have  expected ,  especially  when  you

consider  the  following :

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EBacc



DANCE
SHOW 2019

F A C U L T Y  F O C U S :
D A N C E

The



As always, the last few weeks of term are always jam packed here at Haslingden. We've had
our amazing dance show, Christmas concert, Xmas Factor, Christmas Dinner Day, hamper
deliveries, Senior Citizens Chrsitmas Party and the ever popular Staff Show!

Christmas
A T  H A S L I N G D E N



PTFA

Our after school baking club recei
a donation for new quipment

We'd like to thank the parents, teachers and friends of the school who continue to
support our PTFA, in turn supporting our school. 

We also thank the Chair, Tina Ainsworth; Secretary, Mrs Sieg-Hogg and the
Treasurer, Claire Smith for all their hard work and committment to our PTFA. We

couldn't do it without them!

This year saw our first Winter Market
organised by the PTFA.Visitors were able
to browse a wide range of stalls selling
beautiful gifts including health and beauty
products, jewellery, wax melts, sweets,
homemade jams and chutneys, wooden
decorative pieces, vinyl records and many
more. Thanks to everyone who came and
supported us.

Thank you to everyone that supported our Fizz & Bingo
night! We had a lot of fun and raised more funds for our
students! 



SIXTH FORM 

NEWS

 

 

Following the tragic event earlier this term, with the blessing of Rachel's family our Sixth Form
Management team, together with the wider school community, have been working hard to support
one another, putting their efforts into fundraising in memory of Rachel. 
 
Rhys Morton and Mariam Gul, members of the Management Team, wanted to hold an event to
raise money for the Just Giving page organised by Rachel's family in support of two mental health
charities, and they enlisted fellow students and Rachel’s stepsister Emelia to help with the
organisation.
 
Teachers Mr Albiston and Mr Burrows, together 'The Uptown Two’, performed ’80s music and
there was a raffle with 25 prizes, mostly donated from local businesses. A table tennis rally
competition was held and the students boosted the funds by selling cakes.
 
Rachel was well known for her brightly coloured hair, and her parents Sean, Mel and families have
asked that brightly coloured ribbons be attached to the bridge to support the family and raise
awareness. 

@SixthFormHHS



Lucy and Abby have both been
selected for the Lancashire Girls
U16 football team. Best of luck for
the upcoming season.

LUCY
VALENTINE &
ABBY CLARKE

IN THE

PRESS
 

Our students

LAURA
WHITWORTH

Netballer Laura Whitworth has been
selected to play for Manchester Thunder
in their coveted 'Futures Programme'.
Well done, Laura!

Students Daisy and Marnie represented
Lancashire in mounted games at the
Horse of the Year Show.

Isaac Hope recently achieved gold
and bronze in The Netherlands while
representing England in the
Alkmaars International Open Judo
competition.

NAT LETENEY
& OCEAN

FLANAGAN
Two of our talented students,
Nat Leteney and Ocean
Flanagan, became world
champions at the WKC World
Karate and Kickboxing
Championships in Manchester.

ISAAC HOPE DAISY COOK &
MARNIE GREEN

LIAM FIELDING
Dancer Liam Fielding has
landed a place in the final of
the Dancing Kid King and
Queen (DKKQ) competition.



Important Dates for your diary

2019-20

Monday 6th January                                  School Opens
W/b Monday 13th January                         Y11 reports home
Wednesday 15th January                          Y12 Parents Evening 4.30pm
Thursday 16th January                              AGT Evening
Wednesday 22nd January                         Y11 Parents Evening 4.30pm
W/b Monday 10th February                       Y10, Y13 reports home
Tuesday 11th February                             Y8, Y11 Careers Fair
Wednesday 12th February                        Y13 Parents Evening
Friday 14th February                                 School closes for half term
W/b Wednesday 26th February                 Y8 reports home
Wednesday 4th March                               Y8 Options Evening 
Wednesday 11th March                             Y8 Parents Evening ( P,E,R,G,A,T)
Monday 16th March                                   Y7, Y9, Y12 reports home
Wednesday 18th March                             Y8 Parents Evening (O,M,I,N)
W/b Monday 30th March                            Y11 reports home
Wednesday 1st April                                  Y10 Parents Evening

     Friday 3rd April                                           School closes for Easter 
 

 
School re-opens on Monday 20th April 

 

Ofsted Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think of your child’s school.
The questionnaire can be completed at any time - you don’t have to wait until the school is being
inspected. 
 
To give your view of our school, please search 'Ofsted Parent View' or click on the link below: 
 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views
 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views


04
Top Tips
for using video chat and
video sharing
Guidance taken from the NSPCC website

Check the settings
 
On some sites and apps you're able to change the settings so that:only your friends
can see your postsyou can talk only with your friends rather than strangers. It can
also be a good idea to change the geo-location settings so that people cannot
identify where they are.

Explain the dangers
 
The way to find people to talk to on chat sites varies. On sites like Skype you have
to approve requests, whilst other sites like Omegle pair you randomly with a
stranger. Talk to your child about the dangers of speaking to strangers online. And
let them know what they can do to protect themselves online.

Be Share Aware
 
Talk to your child about being share aware and why they shouldn't give out any
personal information. It's also important to talk to them about not sharing videos
that they can be identified by - such as them wearing school uniforms or by road
names for example. Remind them that anything they do on video chats can be
recorded. They shouldn't feel pressured into doing anything that they feel
uncomfortable about.

4. Support your child
 
Help your child to understand what behaviour is and isn't acceptable online. Talk to
your child and let them know that if anything upsets them or makes them feel
uncomfortable they can come and speak to you.It can also be helpful to make sure
that they know how to report people's behaviour or any harmful content that they
see online and how to block people.

For more information please visit the NSPCC website 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/video-chat-sharing-streaming/

 


