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CONTENT  
Introduction to spoken 
language 
‘Rules’ of spoken discourse 
Spontaneous speech 
features 
Prosodic features of speech 
Paralinguistics 
Pragmatics  
 
 
Creative and Critical Use of 
Language of literary and 
non-literary texts that 
include features of the 
spoken mode: 
Monologues 
Epistolary novels 
Scripts (TV / Radio / Play) 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to Creative 
and Critical Use of 
Language  

• Dystopian / post-
apocalyptic  

• Crime  

• Thriller / spy / 
psychological 

• Romance  
Gothic / horror  

 

To learn and understand 
spoken linguistic features, 
using appropriate 
terminology accurately 
 
To apply appropriate 
linguistic concepts such as: 
register, genre and 
variation to a variety of 
transcripts 
 
To explore connections 
between transcripts 

 
To comment on the 
distinctive features of 
different spoken genres 

 
To understand how 
meaning is communcaited 
in speech  
 
 
To learn and understand 
written linguistic features, 
using appropriate 
terminology accurately  

Including:  

→ Word classes  

→ Phrases and 
clauses 

→ Sentence types 
/ moods 

→ Tenses 

To begin students will be introduced to the 
concepts and methods of the disciplines of 
English Language and linguistics in relation 
to spoken forms of English.  
 
Students will learn and use a range of 
terminology associated with the study of 
spoken language. Students will also explore 
a range of spoken language theories, such 
as Grice, which will focus on the ‘rules’ of 
conversation.  
 
After learning a range of spoken linguistic 
features students will apply this knowledge 
by exploring a variety of Creative and 
Critical activities linked to the spoken 
mode. Students will write a critical analysis 
of their own work, using a range of 
appropriate written and spoken 
terminology for evaluation. 
 
 
 
A Level English Language aims to build on 
the knowledge, understanding and skills 
established at GCSE level.  The introduction 
of Creative and Critical Use of Language is 
designed to engage students in the 
creative process, giving them the 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
expertise. Students will explore, analyse 
and evaluate a range of stimuli including 
literary and non-literary texts and practise 
producing texts in a variety of genres. 

English Department Rationale 
  

Haslingden High School English Faculty’s overarching aim is to promote high standards of language and literacy by 
equipping students with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature 
through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

National Curriculum Aims KS5  
 

A Level English Language at Haslingden High Sixth Form encourages students to develop their interest and 
enjoyment of English as they:  

• develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis and 
study of language  

• explore data and examples of language in use  

• engage creatively and critically with a varied programme for the study of English  

• develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language  

• independently investigate language in use 
 

 



 
 
 

Commentary: 
Students will learn how to 
write a critical analysis of 
their own work, using a 
range of appropriate 
written terminology for 
evaluation 
 
 
 
 

→ Semantics 
 
To study a range of literary 
and non-literary texts  
 
To analyse a range of texts 
from different genres using 
appropriate written 
terminology. 
 
To practise producing texts 
in a variety of genres 
 
 

 
The purpose of this scheme is to learn and 
consolidate the students’ understanding of 
written language in use, developing their 
knowledge of word classes, phrases, 
clauses, sentence types an moods.  
 
In addition students will write a 
commentary on the original work they 
have produced. This task is designed to 
encourage candidates to analyse and 
evaluate the linguistic and stylistic choices 
they have made. This allows students to 
demonstrate and apply their 
understanding of written terminology.  
 

Spring 
Term  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Component 1 Section B: 
Language Issues 
Child Language Acquisition  
Stages of language 
acquisition  
Phonological development  
Lexical development 
Semantic development  
Grammatical development  
Pragmatic development  
Child-directed speech  
Theories of language 
acquisition (innateness, 
imitation and 
reinforcement, cognition 
theories, input theories) 
 

To show critical 
understanding of concepts 
and issues underpinning 
language use  
 
To provide appropriate 
examples to support an 
argument  
 
To make accurate 
references to relevant 
language theories  
 
To critically evaluate how 
contextual factors and 
language features shape 
meaning 
 

This unit is designed to introduce students 
to how language affects all aspects of our 
lives. Students will develop an 
understanding of the key features of 
spoken child language at different 
developmental stages.  
 
Students will use their knowledge of 
spoken language from the first term to 
explore the emerging conversational and 
interactional skills of babies, toddlers and 
young children and evaluate the processes 
and theories of language acquisition.  
 
Students will use and consolidate their 
knowledge of spoken linguistic terminology 
in this scheme and also learn a range of 
new terminology linked with child language 
acquisition.   
 

Summer 
Term 

 
 
 

Component 1 Section B: 
Language Issues 
Standard and Non-
Standard English  
The emergence of SE (and 
the notion of a non-
standard form) 
Descriptivist and 
prescriptivist attitudes 
Accommodation: 
divergence and 
convergence  
Acceptability and 
appropriateness  i.e. the 
production and 
interpretation of language 
in a social context  
Register and the language 
levels 
Accent and dialect 
 
Component 2 Section A:  

To show critical 
understanding of concepts 
and issues underpinning 
language use  
 
To provide appropriate 
examples to support their 
argument  
 
To make accurate 
references to relevant 
language theories  
 
To critically evaluate how 
contextual factors and 
language features shape 
meaning. 
 
 
 
 

This unit is designed to introduce students 
to how language affects all aspects of our 
lives. It gives students the opportunity to 
apply their analytical skills and 
understanding of spoken language 
terminology.  
 
Students will use their knowledge to 
explain how context shapes the language 
choices speakers and writers make. 
Additionally students will analyse the use 
of non-standard features and evaluate 
their effectiveness of communication in 
both spoken and writen modes.  
 
Students will apply a range of theories 
when analysing a range of examples 
including descriptivist and prescriptivist 
attitudes, accommodation, acceptibility 
and appropriateness.  
 



Language Change Over 
Time 
An introduction of the 
history of language 
Old English 
Middle English 
Early Modern English 
Modern English 
 
 

To apply critical skills in 
close reading  
 
To describe and analyse 
key features of language 
change, using associated 
terminology accurately  
 
To analyse and evaluate 
contextual factors  
 
To explore connections 
between the texts  
 
To demonstrate 
understanding of relevant 
concepts and issues  
 

This unit encourages students to engage 
with language over time. It gives students 
the opportunity to apply their analytical 
skills and begin to apply knowledge of 
language change.  
 
The purpose of this scheme is designed to 
introduce students to orthography, 
etymology, lexical and grammatical 
changes in context.  
 
To prepare students to answer the ‘short 
answer questions’ students will explore 
language change,  from Old English to 
Middle English to Early Modern focusing on 
the process of standardisation. This will 
ensure students are equipped to answer 
Section A based on archaic language 
features.   

YEAR 13    

Autumn 
Term 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Component 4: 
Language and Identity 
(Non-exam assessment: 
20%) 
2500-3500 word language 
investigation based on the 
study and research of a 
topic related to language 
and identity.  
Students will choose a 
topic from: 
Language and self-
presentation  
Language and Gender 
Language and Culture  
Language Diversity 
 
 
 

To undertake independent 
investigations of language, 
selecting appropriate 
methods and techniques 
for exploring data  
 
To critically evaluate 
attitudes to language  
 
To show a critical 
understanding of  how 
meaning and variation in 
language is informed by 
the appropriate use of 
linguistic analyses  
 
To write an insightful, 
accurate, well-argued 
response making accurate 
references to texts and 
sources 
 

This scheme gives students the opportunity 
to select listed  an aspect of study that 
interests them from the prescribed list 
related to the theme of language and 
identity. Students will independently 
conduct a language investigation, to 
develop their methods of language analysis 
through research, data collection and 
interpretation and to select material that is 
culturally, personally and academically of 
interest to them. 



Autumn 
Term 2 

Component 1 Section B: 
Language Issues 
Language and Power 
Different kinds of power 
e.g. political / official, social 
group, personal  
Differences between equal 
and unequal interaction  
The relationship between 
participants (producers and 
receivers)  
The ways in which 
language can be used to 
manipulate, dominate or 
control 
The lexical choices (terms 
of address, pronouns, 
evaluative expressions, 
connotations etc.)  
The grammatical choices 
(modality, grammatical 
mood, use of passive voice, 
negative tag questions etc.)  
The stylistic choices 
(tripling, repetition, 
figurative language etc.)  
Theories relating to 
language and power.  
 
Component 2 Section A:  
Language Change Over 
Time 
A study of texts over time 
including: 

• Adverts 

• Recipes  

• News reports 

• Letters 

• Diaries  

• Biographies  

• Text books 

• Conduct texts 
 
 

To show critical 
understanding of concepts 
and issues underpinning 
language use  
 
To provide appropriate 
examples to support an 
argument  
 
To make accurate 
references to relevant 
language theories  
 
To critically evaluate how 
contextual factors and 
language features shape 
meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To apply critical skills in 
close reading  
 
To describe and analyse 
key features of language 
change, using associated 
terminology accurately  
 
To analyse and evaluate 
contextual factors  
 
To explore connections 
between the texts  
 
To demonstrate 
understanding of relevant 
concepts and issues  
 
 

This unit is designed to introduce students 
to how language affects all aspects of our 
lives. Students will develop an 
understanding of the key features of the 
ways in which language can be used to 
manipulate, dominate or control 
situations.  
 
Students will explore how the significance 
of contextual factors (register, purpose and 
genre etc), the use of prestige (SE) and 
regional forms (Non-SE), and the 
relationships between participants are all 
contributing factors in order to gain and 
use different methods of power in a range 
of situations.  
 
Students will also study the different kinds 
of power e.g. political / official, social 
groups, personal and explore the 
differences between equal and unequal 
power.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will continue their study of texts 
over time. This unit will prepare students 
to write an extended response in which 
they explore and make connections across 
three texts in the light of a given focus.  
 
Students will develop their understanding 
of the key features of language from 
Middle English to present day. This scheme 
will give students the opportunity to 
explore how writers’ representations and 
attitudes to a variety of subject matters 
have changed over time including: women, 
religion, relationships, social and cultural 
expectations.  The range of text types 
which students will analyse will vary in 
genre and include: letters, newspapers, 
reports, adverts, reviews, biographies, 
diaries and conduct literature.  
 
Students will also be given the opportunity 
to revisit Early Modern grammar and 
standardisation to recap and revise the 
methodology needed to answer the ‘short 
answer questions’.  
 



Spring 
Term  

Component 1 Section A: 
Analysis of spoken 
language 
Continued study of spoken 
language in a range of 
situations and genres. In 
Y13 students will study 
transcripts from: 

• Chat show 
interviews 

• Reality TV shows 

• Political talk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Component 3: Creative 
and Critical Use of 
Language  

• Travel guide 

• Obituary  

• Advert 

• News report 

• Conduct texts 

• Advice guide 
 
Commentary: 

• A critical analysis of 
their own work 
using a range of 
appropriate 
written 
terminology for 
evaluation 

 
 
Component 1 Section B: 
Language Issues 
Language and Situation   

• Pragmatics 
(linguistic and 
physical 
contextual factors)  

• Register e.g. 
mode, tenor, field,  

• Language and 
purpose 
(Jakobson’s 
functions of 
language; speech 
acts) 

To apply appropriate 
linguistic concepts such as: 
register, genre and 
variation to a variety of 
transcripts 
 
To explore connections 
between transcripts 

 
To comment on the 
distinctive features of 
different spoken genres 

 
To understand how 
meaning is communcaited 
in speech  
 
 
 
 
 
To study a range of literary 
and non-literary texts  
 
To practise producing texts 
in a variety of genres 

 
To analyse and evaluate 
contextual features  
 
To articulate reasons for 
the language choices made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To show critical 
understanding of concepts 
and issues underpinning 
language use  
 
To provide appropriate 
examples to support their 
argument  
 
To make accurate 
references to relevant 
language theories  
 
To critically evaluate how 
contextual factors and 

This scheme aims to revise and recap key 
aspects of spoken language and the ways 
in which speakers use language and 
interact.  
  
This unit gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their understanding of how 
meaning is communicated in speech, 
comment on the distinctive features of 
different spoken genres and apply their 
knowledge of both spoken terminology 
and theory.  
 
Students will use their knowledge of 
spoken language to write an extended 
analytical response in which they explore 
the effects created by key language 
features and make connections between 
the transcripts.  
 
 
Students will study and create non-literary 
texts, across a range of genres stimulated 
by the study of language over time. 
 
The purpose of this scheme is to build on 
the students’ understanding of written 
language in using their knowledge of word 
classes, phrases, clauses, sentence 
types/moods etc.  
 
In addition students are required to write a 
commentary on the original work they 
have produced. This task is designed to 
encourage candidates to analyse and 
evaluate the language choices they have 
made. This allows students to demonstrate 
their understanding of written 
terminology.  
 
 
 
This scheme aims to revise and recap key 
aspects of spoken language terminology 
and theory. Students will analyse and 
evaluate the form of English used in 
different situations in both the spoken and 
written mode.  Using their knowledge from 
Y12 students will continue to explore and 
analyse a range of examples using theorists 
and relevant appropriate terminology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Social interaction e.g. 
power, politeness, 
face theory, Grice’s 
maxims, political 
correctness, the use of 
SE/ non-SE 

Theories relating to 
language and situation 
 
Component 2 Section B:  
English in the Twenty-first 
century  

• Comment threads 
(Youtube / BBC 
etc.)  

• Instagram Bios 

• Memes 
 
 

language features shape 
meaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To analyse the distinctive 
lexical features of different 
text types 
 
To explore how meaning is 
created in different 
contexts 
 
To show critical 
understanding of concepts 
and issues underpinning 
language use  
 
To critically evaluate how 
contextual factors affect 
form and structure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This unit is designed to revise and recap 
the ways in which language is used 
distinctively in the twenty-first century. It is 
designed to continue to develop students’ 
understanding of how language is evolving 
to reflect technological and cultural 
changes.  
 
Students will continue to show their 
understanding of contemporary language 
concepts and issues. They will continue to 
consider the effect of contextual factors 
including pragmatics, and analyse the way 
language is used to construct meaning.  
 
Students will continue to develop and 
recap their knowledge of new modes of 
communication, code shifting, changes in 
the vocabulary and structural patterns of 
twenty-first century English. 
 


