
 

 

 
YEAR 
12 

Content : 
Physical  

Content : 
 Human 

Skills  Rationale  

Autumn 
Half 

Term 1 
 

Tectonic 
Processes and 
hazards 

Globalisation A Level Geography require 
students to: 
● understand the nature and use 
of different types of geographical 
information, including 
qualitative and quantitative, 
primary and secondary, images, 
factual text and 
discursive/creative material, digital 
data, numerical and spatial data 
and innovative forms 
of data, including crowd-sourced 
and 'big data' and including dot 
maps, kite diagrams, 
linear and logarithmic scales, 
dispersion diagrams, aerial, 
oblique, ground, satellite 
images, GIS 
● collect, analyse and interpret 
such information, and demonstrate 
the ability to understand 
and apply suitable analytical 
approaches for the different 
information types including 
qualitative approaches such as 

The order in which we 
teach the A Level is 
designed so that we start 
with the topics that build 
on GCSE most explicitly. 
This is to support the 
transition from GCSE to A 
Level which for some 
students can be 
challenging.   
Tectonics builds well from 
the natural hazards topic 
studied in year 11 and the 
Globalisation topic links 
well to economic world. 
The two topics then link 
synoptically in preparation 
for Paper 3.  
 
We then cover Glaciated 
Landscapes and Shaping 
places: Diverse Places 
which lead on well from 
the technical aspects of the 
previous topics. These 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Tectonic 
Processes and 
hazards 

Globalisation 

Spring 
Term 1 

Finish Tectonic 
Processes and 
Hazards 
 
Landscape 
systems, 
processes and 
change – 
Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
Change 
 
 

Finish 
Globalisation 
 
 
Shaping Places: 
Diverse Places 

Spring 
Term 2 

Landscape 
systems, 
processes and 
change – 
Glaciated 

Shaping Places: 
Diverse Places 

A Level Geography Aims 
 

Edexcel A Level Geography is a qualification that is engaging for today’s geographers. It is a qualification which 
allows students to engage critically with real world issues and places; to apply their own geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to make sense of the world around them; and to help prepare them to succeed in their 
chosen pathway. The specification: 
 

Ø has an engaging and contemporary issues based approach  
Ø supports progression to undergraduate level geography  
Ø is straightforward and flexible in content  
Ø includes clear assessments that offer all students a chance to succeed  
Ø integrates fieldwork and geographical skills  
Ø provides a holistic understanding of geography  
Ø supports progression from Key Stage 4  

 

Geography Department KS5 Rationale  
 

 
• To help students develop geographical knowledge and understanding 
• To develop students’ geographical enquiry skills, problem solving and investigative skills 
• To help students develop a sense of identity, with their own informed opinions and attitudes through 

learning about the United Kingdom and other countries 
• To help students prepare for their chosen pathway 
• To provide students with the opportunity to make sense of the world around them 



 

 

 
 
 

Landscapes and 
Change 
 

coding and sampling and 
quantitative approaches 
such as measures of dispersion, 
measures of correlation and 
association from the 
following statistical tests: t-tests, 
Spearman’s rank, Chi-squared, Gini 
Co-efficient, Lorenz 
curve 
● undertake informed and critical 
questioning of data sources, 
analytical methodologies, 
data reporting and presentation, 
including the ability to identify 
sources of error in data 
and to identify the misuse of data 
● communicate and evaluate 
findings, draw well-evidenced 
conclusions informed by wider 
theory, and construct extended 
written argument about 
geographical matters. 

topics also lead us into the 
fieldwork, which is carried 
out at the start of Year 13 
and therefore ensures 
students are well prepared 
for fieldwork in the Lake 
District.  
 
We also spend some time 
at the end of Year 12 on 
the physical side of the 
course, looking at the NEA 
in preparation for the visit 
to the Lake District in the 
winter of Year 13. Students 
are expected to devise 
possible questions for 
investigation for their NEA 
over the summer holiday.  

Summer 
Term 1 

Landscape 
systems, 
processes and 
change – 
Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
Change 
 

Shaping Places: 
Diverse Places 
 

Summer 
Term 2 

Finish Landscape 
systems, 
processes and 
change – 
Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
Change 
Introduction to 
NEA 

Finish Diverse 
Places.  
Start 
Superpowers 

YEAR 13 Content : 
Physical  

Content : 
Human 

Skills  Rationale  

Autumn 
Half 

Term 1 
 

The water Cycle 
and water 
insecurity 

Superpowers See Year 12 – Skills are developed 
and continued further in Year 13 
to match the requirements of the 
specification.  

The year starts with The 
Water Cycle and 
Superpowers. These topics 
further build on elements of 
learning from Year 12 and 
allow scope for other 
investigations in the Lake 
District (linked to the Water 
Cycle).  
 
NEA (non-examined 
assessment) is an ongoing 
part of the course in Year 
13. Most of this work is 
completed in students’ own 
time due to the nature of 
the assessment.  
 
Once Superpowers and 
Water Cycle is complete, the 
final topics on Carbon and 
Health, Human Rights and 
Intervention are then 
carried out. These topics are 
left until last as they require 
an even more geographical 
enquiring mind and 

Autumn 
Term 2 

The Water Cycle 
and Water 
Insecurity 
 
Fieldwork for NEA 
– 4 days in the 
Lake District 

Finish 
Superpowers 

Spring 
Term 1 

Finish The Water 
Cycle and Water 
Insecurity 
 
The Carbon Cycle 
and Energy 
Security 
 
NEA Deadline -  

Health, Human 
Rights and 
Intervention 

Spring 
Term 2 

The Carbon Cycle 
and Energy 
Security 

Health Human 
Rights and 
Intervention 

Summer 
Term 1 

The Carbon Cycle 
and Energy 
Security 

Revision and 
Preparation for 
Paper 3 (unseen 
paper) 



 

 

 

experience of other topics 
before embarking upon 
them. We also prepare 
students for Paper 3 which 
is an unseen paper.  


