
 

 

 

YEAR 9 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NL  

Autumn  
Term 1 

Religion – positive or 
negative influence? 
A study of how religion 
can be seen as either a 
positive or negative 
influence, focussing on 
issues of morality, the 
relationship between 
religion and science, 
the claim that religion 
is the cause of conflict 
and that religion either 
contributes or harms 
society, using the ideas 
of Marx and Durkheim. 
 
 

Interpretation of 
scriptural writings, 
other texts and 
evidence relevant to 
this topic 
 
Application of 
evidence to religious 
teachings, to consider 
their use in 
contemporary society 
 
Debate the various 
claims related to the 
relative merits of 
religion in society 

Having studied a range of religions in 
Y7 and Y8, the focus now moves to 
consider questions about religion 
rather than individual religions.  At the 
beginning of Y9, we focus on studying 
different points of view in relation to 
the topic.  This will draw on what 
students have learned in the past, but 
also develop their knowledge so that 
they can begin to weigh up competing 
claims, a key skill at GCSE level. 

Autumn  
Term 2 

How do we make 
ethical decisions? 
A study of some sources 
of influence people 
(both religious and non-
religious) use when 
making ethical 
decisions.  The role of 
scriptures, key texts 
and influential role 
models is considered.  
As students progress, 
they will begin to 

Interpretation of 
scriptural writings, 
other texts and 
evidence relevant to 
this topic 
 
Application of 
religious and non-
religious ethical 
teachings 
 
Debate the various 
claims related to the 

Continuing the work of developing 
thinking to debate important issues, 
students study the varied ways ethical 
decisions can be made.  This will help 
develop their own thinking about how 
they make ethical decisions, but will 
also require them to think about the 
complexities of such a process and 
how it is often contradictory. 

Religious Studies Department Rationale 
 

Through a broad, in-depth and varied study of religion and worldviews, students will be 
more informed about important issues and questions in society, and in doing so develop 

their ability to think critically and become more intellectually autonomous. 

Lancashire SACRE Aims KS3  
 

The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews 

• Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews,  

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews 



 

 

 
 
 

explore why ethical 
decision making is 
often complex, 
inconsistent, and 
sometimes 
contradictory. 
 

relative merits of 
religion in society 


