
 

 

 

YEAR 10 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NC  

Autumn 
Term 
Block A 

Fiction reading skills 
across 19th/20th/21st 
century  

• List and find 

• What 
impressions? 

• How…? 

• Evaluate 
question 

 
Writing (term 1)  
Effective adjectives 
(character 
description) 
 
Writing (term 2) 
Importance of nouns 
(setting focus) 
 
 
 

Reading 
To identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
To explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their 
views 
To evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate textual 
references 
 
Writing 
To use a range of specific vocabulary 
– focus on adjectives for effect in 
autumn term 1; focus on the 
significance of nouns  
 

This scheme gives students the 
opportunity to read and analyse 
extracts from 20th century literature; 
develop and revise language reading 
skills. As part of the reading scheme, 
students will explore aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings, 
the relationships between them and 
their effects. Building on the skills 
embedded in KS3 and Year 9, students 
will comment on, explain and analyse 
how writers use language, using 
relevant subject terminology to 
support their views. One lesson per 
week will be dedicated to reading skills 
and over the first term will be assessed 
on their understanding of one unseen 
20th century fiction text. For the 
writing unit, one lesson per week will 
be devoted to developing narrative 
skills focusing on how to write 
accurately, fluently, effectively. Over 
the first term students will consider 
how adjective choices impact their 
creative prose and be able to 
comment on their effects. Additionally, 
students will also examine the power 
of nouns and the effects created.  
 

Spring 
Term 
Block B 
 

Non-fiction reading 
skills across 
19th/20th/21st 
century 

• List and find 

• What 

Reading 
To identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
To explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effects and 

This SoL is designed for students to 
read and be assessed on high quality, 
challenging non-fiction texts from the 
19th, 20th and 21st centuries. This unit 
will give students the opportunity to 
understand and critically evaluate 

English Language Rationale 
 

Haslingden High School English Faculty’s overarching aim is to promote high standards of language and 
literacy by equipping students with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop 
their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

 

 

GCSE English Language at Haslingden High School encourages students to develop their interest and enjoyment of 
English as they:  

• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding  

• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing  

• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately  

• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately  

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, 
and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively 

 



 

 

impressions? 

• How does the 
writer? 

• Evaluate 
question 
 

Writing (term 3)  
Informal tone / 
register (lively 
article), using 
punctuation for 
effect, vocabulary 
 
Writing (term 4)  
Rhetoric, engaging 
your audience; 
developing an 
argument 
 
 

influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their 
views 
To evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate textual 
references 
 
Writing (term 3) 
To adapt writing for different 
purposes, audiences and in a range 
of formats 
To consider the organisation and 
structure of non-fiction writing 
focusing on: developing an 
argument, using punctuation 
accurately and for effect 
To use vocabulary to engage the 
reader  
To consider how tone is created 
through vocabulary choices 
 
Writing (term 4) 
To use language persuasively, 
including rhetorical devices (such as 
rhetorical questions, antithesis, 
parenthesis) 
To select vocabulary and  structural 
features judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and context  
To maintain a consistent point of 
view; maintaining coherence and 
consistency across a text 
 
 

texts through reading in different ways 
for different purposes, summarising 
and synthesising ideas and 
information, and evaluating their 
usefulness for particular purposes. As 
part of the reading scheme students 
will explore explicit and implicit 
meaning, select apt evidence and use 
relevant subject terminology across a 
range of non-fiction texts from the 
19th/20th/21st century. Building on the 
skills embedded in KS3 and Year 9, 
students will comment on, explain and 
analyse the writers’ craft. In the 
writing unit, one lesson per week will 
be dedicated to students exploring the 
features of transactional writing such 
as articles, letters, reviews, etc. 
Students will focus on communicating 
clearly and effectively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register. This 
SoL will continue to focus on using 
vocabulary and techniques to develop 
points of view/ arguments. 
Opportunities will be given to students 
to develop accurate grammar, spelling 
and punctuation.  
 

Summer 
Term  
Block C 
 

Non-fiction reading 
skills across 
19th/20th/21st 
century 

• Synthesise 
question 

• Compare 
question 

Writing (term 5) 

• To use 
different 
narrative 
perspectives. 
(Link with 
poetry 
themes.) 

Writing (term 6)  

• Writing an 
effective 
speech 

Reading 
To identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
To select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts 
To compare writers' ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how these 
are conveyed, across two or more 
texts 
 
Writing (term 5) 
To write imaginatively and develop 
creative prose writing by examining 
the narrative ark  
To use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation in 
Writing (term 6) 
To communicate ideas clearly and 
effectively of a chosen topic  

This final reading scheme continues to 
focus on non-fiction texts across the 
19th/20th/21st century but students will 
develop skills such as synthesis and 
comparison. Students will also be 
examining lengthier texts at this final 
point in the year to prepare them for 
Year 11. The texts studied in the 
reading lessons will also support 
students in developing their own 
writing for spoken language 
preparation by providing effective 
models. Students will plan and prepare 
a speech ready to deliver to the class, 
on a topic of their choice; students will 
also prepare to respond appropriately 
and build on the contributions of 
others, asking questions to clarify and 
inform, and challenging courteously 
when necessary. 



 

 

 
 
  

(spoken 
language 
preparation)  

 

To use vocabulary, structural and 
grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion and to 
achieve effects.   
 
Spoken language (term 6) 
To demonstrate presentation skills 
in a formal setting 
To listen and respond appropriately 
to spoken language, including to 
questions and feedback to 
presentations 
To use spoken Standard English 
effectively in speeches and 
presentations 
 


