
 

 

 
Introduction 
 
The OCR Religious Studies A level course is taught by BWO (3 lessons per week) and KPO (2 lessons per week).  BWO teaches the Philosophy of Religion (PoR) Paper 
1 and the majority of the Developments in Christian Thought (DCT) Paper 3. KPO teaches the Religion and Ethics (R&E) Paper 2 and two topics from DCT. 
 
The division between Paper 1 (BWO) and Paper 2 (KPO) is due to our respective areas of expertise and experience.  The division of topics in Paper 3 is due to our 
expertise and which units make the most sense alongside units from paper 1 and Paper 2. 
 

Taught by BWO Taught by KPO 
Ancient 
philosophical 
influences - PoR 
(4 weeks) 

The course begins by laying foundations relevant to 
both the Philosophy of Religion and Developments in 
Christian Thought, with a study of the work of Plato and 
Aristotle and their respective ways of understanding 
reality. A number of the ideas studied here crop up 
again at various points throughout the course. 
Plato and Aristotle’s ideas about the nature of the 

Introduction to 
Christian moral 
principles (1 week) 
DCT 
 
 
 

The course begins by identifying previous knowledge 
regarding Christian moral principles from the GCSE course. 
This acts as a useful transition point between KS4 and KS5. 
It also introduces key terms linked to Christian moral 
decision making, which students will encounter in their 
future studies eg. reason, tradition and agape. Students 
return to this following completion of the course to add 

Religious Studies Department Rationale 
 

Through a broad, in-depth and varied study of religion and worldviews, students will be more informed about important issues and questions in society, and in 
doing so develop their ability to think critically and become more intellectually autonomous. 

OCR Specification Aims 

OCR’s A Level in Religious Studies will encourage learners to:  

• develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and belief and relate it to the wider world  

• develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study of religion  

• develop an understanding and appreciation of religious thought and its contribution to individuals, communities and societies  

• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion  

• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their study.  



 

 

soul/mind and body are also studied here, which leads 
into the next unit. 
 

 
 
Introduction to 
ethics (1 week) 
R&E 

further depth. 
 
This section introduces students to a range of key terms 
and concepts that they will encounter throughout the 
course eg. deontological/teleological. Without 
understanding of these two broad approaches to 
normative ethics, students would not appreciate how 
ethical theories can lead to a range of views with regard to 
morality. 

Soul, mind and 
body - PoR 
(3 weeks) 

Building on the thinking of Plato and Aristotle, study 
focusses on the nature of the soul/mind, with reference 
to the distinction between the dualist worldview of 
Descartes and the monist worldview of materialists 
such as Gilbert Ryle. 
 

Natural Law – R&E 
(4 weeks) 

Students are introduced to the first ethical theory of 
Natural Law. This links to the work completed in the 
Philosophy units through exploring the work of Aristotle 
and then Aquinas. This serves as the clearest starting point 
of an example of a deontological Christian theory and links 
to previous understanding from the GCSE course where a 
Roman Catholic teaching on medical ethics has already 
been considered. 

St. Augustine on 
human – nature – 
DCT  
(3 weeks) 

Having begun a study of human nature, we switch to a 
DCT unit which is foundational to many other areas of 
study. St. Augustine’s teaching on the nature of 
humanity, referring to God’s role in creation and the 
malevolent influence of sin is of enormous significance 
in Western culture. 
 

Situation ethics – 
R&E 
(4 weeks) 

The study of Situation Ethics serves as a useful contrast to 
Natural Law as a teleological ethical theory. This requires 
that students consider a radically different form of 
Christian decision making, which addresses many of the 
issues with Natural Law, whilst clearly demonstrating the 
problems of teleological theories. 

Death and afterlife 
– DCT 
(3 weeks) 

Based on understanding of Christian teachings about 
human nature, this is then applied to understanding 
various beliefs about afterlife within Christian thought. 
 

Kantian Ethics -R&E 
(4 weeks) 

The start of Kantian ethics provides a useful point at which 
to recap deontological theories such as Natural Law and 
the issues associated with it before contrasting it with 
Kant’s theory. Students’ understanding of Kant both builds 
on and reinforces previous learning.  

Problem of evil – 
PoR 
(4 weeks) 

Following on from work on St. Augustine and beliefs 
about afterlife leads us to study the problem of evil, 
with the Augustinian theodicy taking a central place. In 
contrast to this, we also study Hick’s ‘vale of soul-

Utilitarianism – 
R&E 

(4 weeks) 

Utilitarianism provides an opportunity to recap teleological 
ethical theories as well as consider an ethical theory which 
is secular in nature. This contrasts strongly with previous 
ethical theories and paves the way for future study of the 



 

 

making’ theodicy. 
 

impact of secularism. A consideration of Utilitarianism 
completes the four ethical theories required for the exam, 
which will be applied to a range of contemporary ethical 
issues. 

Knowledge of 
God’s existence – 
DCT 
(3 weeks) 

The issue of sin and evil, addressed in the previous 
three units is built on to consider how it is that God can 
be known by sinners. Studying natural and revealed 
theology requires understanding of the above units in 
order to understand the necessity and scope of these 
kinds of theology. 
 

Euthanasia – R&E 
(4 weeks) 

Building on GCSE knowledge, the A Level study of 
euthanasia requires students to consider a wider range of 
approaches to this controversial issue. Students explore the 
concepts of sanctity of life, quality of life, personhood & 
autonomy in relation to euthanasia. This is the first ethical 
issue to which students will be required to apply their 
ethical knowledge. 

Person of Jesus 
Christ – DCT 
(3 weeks) 

This unit picks up the idea of revelation as a response to 
sin to consider who Jesus was. Was Jesus the full 
revelation of God sent to save humans from sin, or was 
he merely a teacher of wisdom? Or should Jesus be 
understood as a liberator? 
 

Application of 
Natural Law & 
Situation Ethics to 
Euthanasia 
(2weeks) R&E 

Students are required to apply both Natural Law and 
Situation Ethics to euthanasia. This provides another 
opportunity to revisit previous learning linked to both 
theories before students then apply their learning. Having 
covered four ethical theories by this point, their knowledge 
is much broader and they are able to offer views on which 
theories may be more useful and why. Application is a 
much more difficult task, so coming to this later in Yr12 has 
given sufficient time for students to develop the skills and 
understanding required. 

Religious 
experience – PoR 
(3 weeks) 

Continuing the theme of how God might be known 
leads us to studying religious experience. In this unit we 
study conversion and mysticism, before considering 
how persuasive these claims to experiences of God are 
in light of physiological and psychological claims about 
the nature and veracity of religious experience. 

Business Ethics 
 (4 weeks) R&E 

This second ethical issue covers a range of topics linked to 
business ethics. This starts with a consideration of whether 
there can ever truly be ethics in business, contrasting the 
views of Solomon and Friedman. We then cover the key 
areas of CSR, ‘whistleblowing’; good ethics is good business 
and the impact of globalisation on business. 

Arguments for the 
existence of God 
based on 
observation – PoR 
(4 weeks) 

Studying how God might be known then leads us to 
consider the question of God’s existence, first by 
considering a posteriori arguments from Aquinas and 
Paley. The nature of these arguments is key to this 
study, introducing students to the strengths and 
weaknesses of inductive reasoning, along with an 

Application of 
Utilitarianism & 
Kantian theory to 
Business Ethics 
(2 weeks) 
 

Students are required to apply both Utilitarianism and 
Kantian theory to all aspects of business ethics. This 
provides another opportunity to revisit previous learning 
linked to both theories before students then have to apply 
their learning. Having applied two ethical theories to 
euthanasia, students are given the chance to further refine 



 

 

appraisal of how persuasive these arguments are in 
light of criticisms by Hume, Darwin and Russell. 

and develop their skills of application. 

Arguments for the 
existence of God 
based on reason – 
PoR 
(4 weeks) 

We then study a different kind of argument – a priori 
arguments that use deductive, analytic reasoning.  
Studying Anselm’s ontological argument is the main 
focus, (though we also study the Cartesian argument as 
this helps understand Kant’s criticisms) before 
considering if the unique nature of this argument leads 
to it being a persuasive argument. 

Conscience – R&E 
(3 weeks) 

This unit requires students to consider two contrasting 
understandings of conscience, one theological and one 
psychological. This links strongly to previous learning on 
Natural Law as well as introducing Sigmund Freud’s secular 
approach and views on religion. We return to Freud’s 
concept of ‘wish fulfilment’ in the future secularism unit. 

Religious language 
– PoR 
(3 weeks) 

Having learned about synthetic and analytic language in 
the previous two units, we now study the issue of 
religious language. We start by considering how 
religious language has been conceived as meaningful 
over the centuries, distinguishing between apophatic 
and cataphatic language, going back to Aquinas and 
Tillich, Moses Maimonides and Psuedo-Dionysius, then 
evaluating their relative efficacy in providing a 
meaningful way of talking about God. 

Sexual ethics – R&E 
(2 weeks) 
 
Application of 
Natural 
Law/Situation 
Ethics/Kantian 
theory & 
Utilitarianism to 
Sexual Ethics 
 
R&E (2 weeks) 

This is the largest unit which requires students to apply 
their knowledge of ethical theories. Attitudes towards 
sexual ethics and how these have changed over time in an 
increasingly secular society are considered. Students must 
then apply all four ethical theories to sexual ethics. 
Students are significantly more confident in their ability to 
do this due to previous work completed. This also serves as 
another opportunity to revisit prior learning. 

20th century 
religious language 
– PoR 
(3 weeks) 

The more contemporary debate on the meaning of 
religious language is then studied, considering the 
challenges of the Ayer, Hick and Flew and how 
theologians have sought to respond to these 
challenges. 
 

Meta ethics 
(3 weeks) R&E 

This is the final unit in the ethics course. Rather than 
consider normative or applied ethics, meta ethics asks 
students to focus on what we mean when we claim that 
something is good or bad, right or wrong. Students 
consider three approaches: Naturalism, Intuitionism and 
Emotivism. Due to the emphasis on language, this unit is 
now taught at the end of the ethics course so students 
have had a chance to cover religious language in the 
philosophy part of the course. This aids understanding and 
allows students to identify links between the two 
disciplines.  
 



 

 

Nature and 
attributes of God – 
PoR 
(4 weeks) 

The issue of language continues as we look at the terms 
used to describe God and the philosophical difficulties 
they raise, especially when terms such as omnipotence, 
omniscience and loving are considered alongside 
concepts of eternity and free will. 

  

Liberation 
theology – DCT 
(4 weeks) 

The final units take a different direction, but build on 
much that has gone before, and take up the issue of the 
challenges to religion to emerge in the 20th century.  
The first issue is liberation theology, arising as a 
response to Marxist analysis of religion and the injustice 
of the way the world’s poor were being treated, as well 
as the perceived failure of the church to adequately 
address this injustice. A key part of this unit is to 
consider whether a reformist or radiacalist agenda is 
more effective in bringing change to society. 

  

Gender and society 
– DCT 
(3 weeks) 

Picking up the theme of reformers v radicals, we now 
study the issue of gender, focussing on how changes in 
society have been caused by, and have caused changes 
in Christian thinking and practice. Here students will 
also consider how the agenda of conservatives 
contributes to the debate reformers and radicals are 
involved in about the future of society. 

  

Gender and 
theology – DCT 
(4 weeks) 

The changes in society primarily concerning the role 
and status of women are then applied to theology, 
notably the nature and existence of God from a feminist 
perspective.  In turn, these various feminist views are 
appraised in terms of the extent to which they can be 
considered Christian or post-Christian. 

  

 


