
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered 
by the department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through 

creative exploration and investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students 
which will encourage curiosity regarding other artists and the world around them. 

 

 

National Curriculum Aims KS3 
  

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 
·         produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
·         become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 
·         evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
·         know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms. 
 

 
 

YEAR 8 Content Skills Rationale/Link to NC 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Pop Art - The Here & 
Now 
Students will investigate 
current news and culture 
stories this year and 
develop a collage image in 
a Pop Art style.  
Using this as a stimulus, a 
final painting will be 
produced that will 
challenge their practical 
techniques and knowledge 
of colour theory. 

Recording 
observations 
 
Refining and 
modifying work 
 
Pencil control 
Brush Control 
Fine motor skills 
Using proportions 
Measuring and scaling 
Analysing artists’ work 
Developing designs 
 
Using correct 
terminology. 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts. 
 

Building on the work in Year 7 based 
on drawing and painting, in Year 8 
students are introduced to another 
art movement which they explore in 
depth over the next term. After 
looking at key concepts and ideas 
from Cubism and portraiture last 
year they are ready to investigate 
some of the conventions in Pop Art. 
Students are tasked with looking at 
their own experiences in the here 
and now and how they compare to 
some of the issues the artists of the 
1960s were documenting. 
They construct their own artwork 
using contemporary imagery and a 
developing understanding of how 
artists such as Robert 
Rauschenberg compose their work. 
Students are again taught drawing 
techniques such as the grid method 
and how to refine their painting skills. 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Spring 
Term 1 

Day of the Dead & 
Mexican Folk Art 
Students will research 
the Art of Mexico and its 
origins in Aztec culture. 
They will produce craft 

Analysing the artwork 
of a culture. 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts 
 

Students study the traditional folk art 
of Mexico through the Day of the 
Dead festival. They investigate 
historical aspects of the country and 
how this has influenced the culture 
and art. Comparisons are made with 

Spring 
Term 2 



and design based work 
that emulates the 
vibrancy of their ‘Dia de 
los Muertos’ festival. 

Modelling 
Developing Designs 
Pencil control 
Brush Control 
Craft Skills 

our own culture and experiences. 
This builds on prior exploration of 
individual artists and art movements. 
Students are given the opportunity to 
handle clay and make 3D objects as 
well as apply their developing 
drawing and painting skills. 
 

Summer 
Term 1 

Illustration 
Students will explore a 
range of illustrative styles 
that will culminate in a 
piece of collaborative 
artwork themed around 
animals of the alphabet. 
The work from each class 
will be collated to produce 
an illustrated book that is 
aimed at a pre-school 
audience. 

Recording 
observations 
 
Refining and 
modifying work 
 
Pencil control 
Brush Control 
Fine motor skills 
Using proportions 
 
Analysing artists’ work 
Developing designs 
 
Using correct 
terminology. 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts 

Students are introduced to the 
theme of animals through a range of 
art movements in a similar way to 
the portraits theme in Year 7. We 
also look at Illustration as a possible 
career in conjunction with this 
project. Students gain a developing 
knowledge of how contemporary 
illustrators work from day to day as 
well as investigating differing styles.  
Drawing and painting skills are built 
upon using proportion and negative 
spacing techniques. 
We also work on students’ use of 
watercolour, building on painting 
skills from previous projects. 
Students are challenged to improve 
their water control to produce a 
number of desirable effects. 

Summer 
Term 2 

 


