
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered 
by the department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through 

creative exploration and investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students 
which will encourage curiosity regarding other artists and the world around them. 

 

 

National Curriculum Aims KS3 
  

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 
·         produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
·         become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 
·         evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
·         know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms. 
 

 

YEAR 7 Content Skills Rationale 

Autumn 
Term 1 

The Elements of Art 
Tone/Line/Pattern 
Students are introduced to 
a number of drawing 
techniques which are 
applied to create 
observational studies of 
both natural and 
man-made objects. 

 

 

Recording 
observations 
 
Pencil control 
Fine motor skills 
Pencil shading 
Mark making 
Using proportions 

In the first term we establish basic 
observational drawing skills as a 
foundation on which to build all other 
skills. We aim to start as early as 
possible to increase students’ 
drawing proficiency by teaching 
drawing techniques that focus on 
using guidelines and measuring 
proportions. 

Autumn 
Term 2 

The Elements of Art 
Colour/Texture/Shape 
Students develop their 
knowledge of colour 
theory through 
experimentation and 
studying great artists 
such as Henri Matisse. 
They create imaginative 
and expressive work 
combining colour, texture 
and shape. 
 
 

Colour mixing 
Brush control 
Mark making 
Analysing artists’ work 
Developing designs 
 
Using correct 
terminology. 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts. 

As we continue to develop students’ 
drawing and mark making skills we 
focus on their proficiency with a 
brush and wet media. Along with the 
practical skills needed such as brush 
control, we also develop students’ 
knowledge of colour theory and how 
it can improve their painting. 
Students are encouraged to treat 
everything as an experiment and 
learn to turn ‘mistakes’ into positive 
outcomes. 



Spring 
Term 1 

Cubism 
Students will develop 
further their knowledge of 
the elements through the 
exploration of the Cubist 
movement and creating a 
larger mixed-media 
artwork based on natural 
forms. 
  

Recording 
observations 
 
Developing 
compositions 
 
Refining and 
modifying work 
 
Control and 
manipulation of wet 
and dry media. 
 
Analysing artists’ work 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts. 

Building on their knowledge of the 
elements and their growing 
confidence in various media we 
begin a more extended piece of 
work. We demonstrate to students 
how we can develop a small body of 
work from a starting point and a 
concept. Students are introduced to 
an art movement at this point in 
order to start identifying its key 
conventions and ideas.They develop 
an understanding of its significance 
in art history and can analyse 
principal works using the elements. 
Again, we are continuing to build on 
students’ proficiency in drawing and 
painting through different media.  

Spring 
Term 2 

Portraits 
Students will investigate a 
range of portraits created 
for different purposes and 
learn the technical aspects 
of creating an accurate 
image. They will also 
explore a range of more 
expressive ways of 
producing portraits using 
colour, words and abstract 
forms. Students will 
analyse the work of artists 
from the 20th century up to 
contemporary practitioners 
such as David Shillinglaw. 

Recording 
observations 
 
Analysing artists’ work 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts. 
 
Pencil control 
Fine motor skills 
Pencil shading 
Mark making 
Using proportions 
 
Expressing personal 
experiences in a visual 
form. 

Now that students have an 
understanding of an art movement 
with concepts and ideas, we 
introduce them to the classic theme 
of portraiture. At this point students 
are able to notice the difference in 
artists’ approaches to the same 
theme. They can also analyse and 
evaluate what a particular portrait 
may be communicating to its viewer. 
Students are first taught how to 
record a portrait accurately in pencil 
and then go on to create emotional 
portraits focused on colour. 
After all these experiences students 
are then asked to explore their own 
identities creating more illustrative 
and symbolic self portraits. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Summer 
Term 2 

Landscapes 
Students will learn the 
principles of creating a 
realistic landscape drawing 
that addresses depth and 
perspective. They will then 
use this as a stimulus to 
produce an expressive 
painting in the style of the 
Fauvist artists. 

Recording 
observations 
 
Analysing artists’ work 
 
Understanding art 
forms and concepts. 
 
Pencil control 
Fine motor skills 
Colour mixing 
Brush control 
 
Expressing personal 
experiences in a visual 
form. 

Students are introduced to another 
major theme in art with the aim of 
building on their drawing and 
painting proficiency.  At this point in 
the year students have become 
more confident, so we move on to 
challenge them with perspective, 
depth and working outside. 
Much like the Cubism project these 
initial drawings are used to create a 
larger painting in a Fauvist style. 
Students evaluate the concepts and 
ideas behind Fauvism and how that 
could be applied to their own work. 
We continually reinforce the idea of 
experimentation and turning 
‘mistakes’ into positive outcomes. 

 


