
Art Department Year 13 KS5 Curriculum 
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered by the 
department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through creative exploration and 

investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students which will encourage curiosity regarding 
other artists and the world around them.  Students will develop as artists who are able to reflect on their own 
progress and experiences.  They are positive about the challenges of the advanced level and are able to drive 

their own work in pursuit of communicating their ideas through the visual language of art. 

 

Art, Craft & Design GCE Assessment Objectives  
 

AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work develops. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements. 

 

 

YR 13 Content Skills Rationale/Link to GCE Specification 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Personal Investigation 
Component 1 
 
Students continue with 
their personal 
investigations advised by 
their teachers in tutorial 
style lessons. 
 
Students are given the 
opportunity to work with 
their peers in order to share 
ideas and problem solve. 
 
A number of whole class 
workshops are placed 
throughout the terms using 
materials that students are 
developing. 
 
More resolved pieces are 
created leading up to the 
final personal response. 

Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions, 
reflecting critically on work and 
progress. 
 
Exploring and selecting 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas. 
 
Developing ideas through 
sustained and focused 
investigations informed by 
contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding. 
 
Essay Writing 

With an established starting point 
and a body of work already in 
development, students are 
advancing through their personal 
investigation.  
 
Students lead on the direction and 
focus of their work, guided by their 
teachers and utilising ideas from 
their peers. 
 
In order to sustain focus a number 
of whole class workshops are 
planned as ‘brain breaks’ as 
students often run into ‘dead ends’ 
and ‘artist blocks’ in their projects. 
These are also used as a chance to 
evaluate their work to date and 
make decisions around further 
possibilities. 
 
Internal assessment pieces prepare 
students for the conclusion of 
Component 1. 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Spring 
Term 1 
Jan 

Complete personal 
response for component 
1 

Present a personal and 
meaningful response that 
realises intentions and, where 

Students are given an appropriate 
amount of time to complete often 
ambitious personal responses to 
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appropriate, makes 
connections between visual 
and other elements. 
 

their body of work and completion 
of Component 1. 

Spring 
Term 2 
Feb 

Externally set assignment 
Component 2 
Paper released Feb 1 

Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions, 
reflecting critically on work and 
progress. 
 
Exploring and selecting 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas. 
 
Developing ideas through 
sustained and focused 
investigations informed by 
contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding. 

Students can approach the 
Externally Set Assignment with 
confidence based on their previous 
experiences from Component 1. 
They can independently plan 
weekly targets to develop their 
preparatory work. 
 
Tutorial style lessons continue with 
their teachers and their peers 
continue to be utilised for problem 
solving. 
 
Students are set deadlines that 
ensure the prep work is completed 
before the controlled test time 
begins. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Exam Present a personal and 
meaningful response that 
realises intentions and, where 
appropriate, makes 
connections between visual 
and other elements. 
 

The controlled test time is usually 
completed after the Easter 
Holidays over one week.  Students 
complete the fifteen hours over 
three school days. This allows 
students to become fully engaged 
with their personal response for 
longer periods of time rather than 
spacing it out over a number of 
weeks. 
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