
Art Department Year 12 KS5 Curriculum 
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered by the 
department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through creative exploration and 

investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students which will encourage curiosity regarding 
other artists and the world around them. Students will develop as artists who are able to reflect on their own 
progress and experiences.  They are positive about the challenges of the advanced level and are able to drive 

their own work in pursuit of communicating their ideas through the visual language of art. 

 

Art, Craft & Design GCE Assessment Objectives  
 
AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work develops. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements. 

 

 

YR 12 Content Skills Rationale/Link to GCE Specification 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Mark Making and Natural 
Forms 
 
Students complete a unit of 
work that leads through a 
number of drawing 
techniques and processes 
using still life as an 
overarching theme. They 
construct their own objects 
as well as create more 
traditional arrangements. 
Using realism and abstraction 
students refine more familiar 
practises as well as being 
challenged with new ones. 
Students  work with a range 
of media and materials 
towards a resolved personal 
response. 
 
 

Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to 
intentions, reflecting critically 
on work and progress. 
 
Time Management 
 
Researching Contemporary 
Art 
 
Photography editing and 
manipulation. 
 
Creative Processes 
 
Drawing for different 
purposes. 

This unit of work is designed to be 
a foundation project comprised of 
a number of different workshops. 
 
Some of the tasks are familiar and 
refine their skills in more tried and 
tested methods. Some are 
designed to push students out of 
their comfort zones into new 
media, techniques, processes and 
concepts.  
 
Alongside the lesson content 
students are introduced to 
‘Exceptional Traits of A-Level Art 
Students’. They are given several 
tasks designed to develop skills 
which aid students with the 
transition from GCSE to advanced 
level. 
 
  

Autumn 
Term 2 

Distortion and Portraiture 
 
Students complete a 
number of workshops 
introducing them to a range 

Exploring and selecting 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas. 

Following on from the foundation 
workshops students are 
introduced to more issue based 
work that allows for exploration of 
different concepts around 
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of approaches that are 
designed to push the 
boundaries of conventional 
portraiture. From using 
contemporary materials 
such as sellotape, acetate 
and photocopies through to 
the more traditional use of 
oil paints, students can 
express a range of thoughts 
and ideas. 
Contextual studies focus on 
body image, cultural 
identity and symbolism. 

 
Oil Painting  
 
Photography editing and 
manipulation. 
 
Developing ideas through 
sustained and focused 
investigations informed by 
contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding. 
 

portraiture. 
 
Students are actively encouraged 
to manipulate and distort the 
features of the face rather than 
focus on the naturalistic. This is 
designed to free up students from 
being self conscious about their 
own image as the traditional ideas 
regarding beauty are broken 
down.  Therefore they are more 
likely to take risks with their work. 
 
Students are introduced to oil 
painting in this term over a series 
of lessons. Students have already 
developed skills in other wet 
media and at this stage they have 
the opportunity to explore this 
more advanced medium.  This 
introduction is placed prior to 
Component 1 in order for students 
to become more familiar and 
proficient.  

Spring 
Term 1 

Printmaking 
Developing the images 
created from their portrait 
unit students are 
introduced to a number of 
printmaking processes. 
They are encouraged to 
experiment with the formal 
elements of art in order to 
explore their newly 
acquired skills. 

Exploring and selecting 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas. 
 
Monoprinting 
Etching 
Lino Block Cutting 

This term is dedicated to 
printmaking in order to build on 
their prior experiences while 
introducing more advanced 
processes.  
 
The portrait images from the 
previous term are used so students 
can focus on practising the new 
techniques in preparation for 
Component 1. 

Spring 
Term 2 

Personal Investigation 
Component 1 
 
Students are introduced to a 
range of established themes 
in art, craft and design to 
explore.  
 
Following their own 
investigations students will 
write an artist statement as a 
mini brief for their work. 
This forms the basis of their 
accompanying essay and 
students build on as their 
work progresses. 
 

Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to 
intentions, reflecting critically 
on work and progress. 
 
Exploring and selecting 
appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas. 
 
Developing ideas through 
sustained and focused 
investigations informed by 
contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding. 

Up to this point units of work have 
been used as stepping stones 
towards the Personal 
Investigation.  They have exposed 
students to new concepts, media, 
techniques and processes in 
readiness for increased 
independence.  
 
Students are given a period of time 
to investigate a number of 
possibilities in terms of a starting 
point for Component 1. In the 
creative process the ‘preparation’ 
and ‘incubation’ periods are 
important in order to achieve that 
‘eureka’ moment. We make that 

Summer 
Term 1 

Summer 
Term 2 
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Students will continue with a 
number of drawing 
workshops as well as tutorial 
style lessons in  which 
personalised targets will be 
set on a weekly basis. 
 
Students will create a 
personal and meaningful 
response to their work to 
date in an internal 5 hour 
assessment.  

 
Drawing for different 
purposes. 
 
Written Analysis 
Visual Analysis 
Essay Writing 
 
Presenting a personal and 
meaningful response. 

explicit here so students make well 
informed decisions. 
 
Students are encouraged to start 
at any point on the journey 
whether that be with a subject 
matter, artist or process. In this 
way students will create more 
unique and independent work 
which can be monitored through 
tutorials and weekly target setting. 
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