
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered by the 
department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through creative exploration and 

investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students which will encourage curiosity regarding 
other artists and the world around them. Students will become more independent learners and artists who are 

able to reflect on their own progress and experiences. 

 

Art, Craft & Design GCSE Assessment Objectives  
 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 
visual language. 

 

 

YR 11 Content Skills Rationale/Link to GCSE 
Specification 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Self directed project 
Component 1 
 
Students continue to 
produce and collate 
primary research based on 
the personalised brief.  This 
then informs a series of 
studies and explorations in 
a range of media. 
 
Students investigate and 
select appropriate artists, 
craftspersons or designers 
to inform their work and 
assist with the 
development of ideas. 
 
Students develop ideas for 
a painting or mixed media 
piece.  After refining their 
explorations students 
complete a personal 
response based on their 
preparatory work.  

Recording ideas, experiences and 
insights. 
 
Developing Ideas. 
 
Evaluating work. 
Written Analysis. 
Visual Analysis. 
 
Refining work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
 
Presenting a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 

This project is continued from 
year 10 and is designed to 
prepare students for the rigor of 
Component 2. In the externally 
set assignment students are 
expected to develop their own 
unique lines of enquiry relevant 
to intentions. 
 
The beginning of year 11 is an 
ideal time for preparing students 
as they should be at their most 
confident in what they can 
achieve given their experiences 
so far. Students actively review 
and evaluate their work to date in 
order to have a deeper 
understanding of their strengths. 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Spring 
Term 1 

Externally set 
Assignment 
Component 2 
 
Paper released Jan 1 

Recording ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 
 
Refine work by exploring ideas, 

Students are introduced to the 
exam in comparison to the work 
they have completed in 
Component 1. They are marked in 
exactly the same way so the 

Spring 
Term 2 



selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
 
Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources. 

department emphasises that 
students should approach the 
starting points with confidence. 
 
Each week preparatory work is 
given a focus and students are set 
targets. They continue through 
the prep work in a similar 
approach to that of the 
self-directed project from 
Component 1. 
 
Students are set deadlines that 
ensure the prep work is 
completed before the controlled 
test time begins. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Exam Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 

The controlled test time is usually 
completed after the Easter 
holidays over one week. Students 
complete the ten hours over two 
school days. This allows students 
to become fully engaged with 
their personal response for longer 
periods of time rather than 
spacing it out over a number of 
weeks. 

 


