
 
 

Art & Design Rationale 
 

Students will approach their art experiences with an inquisitive and positive manner fostered by the 
department. They will develop resilience as they take risks with their work through creative exploration and 

investigation. Staff will communicate a passion for art to our students which will encourage curiosity regarding 
other artists and the world around them.  Students will become more independent learners and artists who are 

able to reflect on their own progress and experiences. 
 

 

Art, Craft & Design GCSE Assessment Objectives  
 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 
visual language. 

 

 

YR 10 Content Skills Rationale/Link to GCSE Specification 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Identity - Component 1 
Focus on Location and 
Communication. 
 
Students will investigate how 
location is part of our identity 
by studying the work of Tim 
Marrs and exploring his use 
of photomontage and 
layering. Heraldic images will 
be researched in regards to 
their symbolism and in 
reference to towns, cities, 
countries and family names. 
 
Students’ identity will be 
further explored by working 
with ideas and experiences of 
how we communicate with 
each other in the modern 
world.  

Written Analysis 
Visual Analysis 
 
Using correct 
terminology. 
 
Recording ideas and 
experiences. 
 
Demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources 
and visual language. 
 
Selecting and constructing 
images. 
 
Modifying and refining 
work. 

Building on the foundation work 
covered in Year 9 where students 
gathered initial ideas concerning 
identity, they will now have the 
opportunity to explore this theme in 
depth.  
Using Tim Marrs as a reference point, 
students investigate how identity may 
be expressed visually. This 
contemporary artist is used at this 
point to introduce a range of visual 
techniques and processes. Students 
also complete a more extended piece 
of writing which develops their use of 
subject specific vocabulary as well as 
their skills of analysis. 
 
Students are encouraged to be more 
creative and expressive in their 
selection of images and how they 
present their work. Every task is 
focused on communicating their own 
identity with relevance to their 
everyday lives. 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Identity - Focus on 
Communication  
 
Students will research and 

Recording ideas, 
experiences and insights. 
 
Demonstrating critical 

Students will continue to investigate 
communication through more 
established ideas of the western 
proverbs.  In this way we are linking 
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analyse Western Proverbs 
and what imagery they may 
associate with them. They 
will pick out phrases that 
relate to their own identity 
and investigate their 
meanings. As a comparison, 
students will engage with 
the art of East African 
Kanga textiles as a form of 
cultural communication 
using African proverbs. 
They will visually analyse 
examples and their 
potential meanings. 

understanding of sources 
and visual language. 
 
Selecting and 
experimenting with 
appropriate media. 
 
Developing ideas through 
investigations. 

contemporary ideas with ones that 
might have preceded them and be 
more well known to older generations 
in their families. Students will start to 
observe links to their own identities 
through the language used.  
Through investigating the proverbs we 
are also aiming to develop their 
literacy skills and widen their 
vocabulary. 
Completing a comparison with 
another culture further emphasises 
the uniqueness of their own identity 
as they learn that other cultures have 
their own traditions when 
communicating their thoughts and 
feelings through art. 
Throughout this Autumn term we are 
developing their understanding of 
ideas, imagery and other artists’ work 
addressing the demands of AO1 & 
AO3. 

Spring 
Term 1 

Identity - What do we look 
like? 
 
Students explore creating 
self-portraits in a number of 
styles addressing the 
physicality of our identity. 
They create a number of 
drawings and experiment 
with mixed media. They 
plan and design their own 
photoshoots in order to 
record their ideas of their 
personal identity. They use 
images from other 
photographers to develop 
their ideas. 

Understanding art forms 
and concepts 
 
Creating primary 
research/recording 
observations. 
 
Editing Photography 
Pencil Control 
Fine motor skills 
Observational skills 
Using proportions 
Measuring and scaling 
 
Selecting and 
experimenting with 
appropriate media. 
 
Developing ideas through 
investigations. 

At this point students revisit the idea 
of self portraiture which was last 
explored in KS3. Students continue to 
develop their understanding of 
drawing techniques that are familiar 
such as measuring proportions. 
Initially they work on imagery of 
themselves using neutral expressions 
in order to view the proportions more 
easily.  As a development, students 
are then given the freedom to plan a 
photoshoot that expresses their own 
identity. Other photographers are 
used at this point to inform their 
choices of lighting, colour, props, 
composition etc. Students then work 
from the more personalised and 
relevant imagery. 

Spring 
Term 2 

Identity - 
Composition  
Students analyse the work of 
Illustrators and graphic 
artists such as Shepard Fairey 
in order to study how they 
construct a design. 
Symbolism and meaning is 
also analysed in reference to 
the theme of Identity. 

Written Analysis 
Visual Analysis 
 
Using correct 
terminology. 
 
Demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources 
and visual language. 
 

At this point we use other artists to aid 
students with ideas of how to 
construct an image from a design 
point of view. The images involved 
reflect personal viewpoints and 
meanings that help relate the work 
back to the theme of Identity. The 
work also has a graphic quality which 
links to the screen printing process. 
Students complete another written 
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Screen Printing Design 
Students will develop a 
number of compositional 
ideas for a screen print which 
will be the central image for 
a Kanga structured personal 
response. The designs will 
incorporate all the ideas and 
themes they have 
investigated so far in the 
Identity project. 
 

 
Refining work by 
exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes. 
 
Modifying and refining 
work. 
 
Evaluating 

analysis which builds on previous 
experiences when demonstrating 
critical understanding. 
 
The introduction of the screen print 
designs allows students to bring all 
their Component 1 work to a 
conclusion. They learn how to bring 
ideas together under one theme and 
how to develop a personal response. 
 
Students evaluate their work to date 
in order to select the most relevant 
visual outcome. 

Summer 
Term 1 

Identity - Screen Printing 
Students will create a final 
design and produce a 
completed screen. Colour 
schemes are explored and 
screens are test printed. 
Students are able to explore 
the overall process of screen 
printing. 

Refining work by 
exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with 
appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and 
processes. 

 
 

 

In this term students fully explore the 
process of screen printing using their 
own designs.  
As their confidence in other media and 
techniques has grown, they can be 
introduced to more complex 
processes. 
They are given time to take risks with 
their work and fully experiment with 
the printing process. 

Summer 
Term 2 

Identity - Personal Response 
Students complete a final 
screen print in a Kanga 
structure border made by 
block prints. 
 
Self directed project 
Component 1 
Primary research 
Students are introduced to 
four possible starting points: 
Still Life, Landscapes, 
Portraiture and Animals. 
Students embark on a self 
directed brief and gather 
their own primary research 
as a starting point. 

Presenting a personal and 
meaningful response that 
realises intentions and 
demonstrates 
understanding of visual 
language. 

 
Recording ideas, 
experiences and insights. 
 
Selecting and constructing 
images. 
 

 

Students are now more proficient with 
the screen printing process and are 
able to realise their intentions and 
conclude the project. 
The Kanga structure is used by all 
students with the printed screen 
design itself being unique to each 
student. 
 
Students are introduced to a 
self-directed brief, used at this time as 
they are more independent and ready 
to pursue their own theme.  This unit 
is also designed to prepare students 
for the rigor of Component 2 where 
they are expected to develop their 
own unique lines of enquiry relevant 
to intentions. 
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