
 

 

 

 
 

Geography Department Rationale  
• To help students develop geographical knowledge and conceptual understanding. 
• To introduce students to geographical enquiry and develop problem solving and investigative skills. 
• To help students develop a sense of identity with their own informed opinions and attitudes 

through learning about the United Kingdom and other countries. 

• Students will leave year 9 with a secure understanding of the content requirements for this unit for 
further study but will be also build the key geographical skills outlined in the KS3 National 
Curriculum.   

• The topics studied in year 9 focus on the National Curriculum and provide students with in depth 
explorations of a number of locations which helps them to consolidate their knowledge of the 
world’s major countries and their human and physical features.  

• Places are studied in a broad fashion to provide pupils with deep understanding of a variety of 
locations and their influences or impacts on the planet.  

 

 
 

 
 

National Curriculum Aims KS3  
 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 
marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 
geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 
time  

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork 
that deepen their understanding of geographical processes  

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 
quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

YEAR 9 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NL  
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My World: 
World Geography 
UK Geography 
Haiti 
New Zealand 
Nigeria 
The Philippines 
Pakistan and India 
Jamaica 
Malaysia  
Brazil 
 

➢ Graphicacy 
➢ General geographical 

understanding 
➢ Interpreting data 

Developing contextual 
knowledge of globally 
significant places.  

➢ Developing an 
understanding of 
people and place over 
time. 

➢ Communicating a 
variety of geographical 
data and info in a 
variety of ways.  

 

This topic builds on a variety of skills developed in 
Year 7 and 8. The lessons consist of in depth 
country explorations, which consider a variety of 
aspects both physical and human. The lessons 
consider the interrelationships between human 
and physical aspects of each location and help 
students to develop some understanding of how 
each place sits globally with regard to politics, 
economics and culture, as well as considering the 
human and physical geography of the locations.  
The countries chosen will provide a deep 
understanding of various countries at differing 
stages of development. This also ties in well with 
the NC which requires that students should be 
taught to extend their locational knowledge and 
deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s 
countries. We consider the human and physical 
characteristics of each place and look at their 
development and environment.  
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The Country 
explorations continue 
into this half term.  
 
The World’s 
Resources 

 See Above 
 
 
 
Map and graph skills are further 
developed – pupils explore a 
wider range of maps and charts 
to embed understanding of the 
water, food and energy issues 
globally.  

See above.  
 
This topic builds carefully upon the skills students 
have developed in years 7 and 8 (skills such as 
using maps, graphs and charts to analyse data 
coherently and to be able to discuss patterns). This 
topic is also an opportunity to link skills together 
and ensures students leave Year 9 with a good 
understanding of the challenges faced globally by 
water, energy and food insecurity.  
 
Again students are presented with a number of 
ways to interpret and analyse data and deepen 
their geographical understanding, especially with 
regard the interrelationships between people and 
place.  
 
This topic allows us to look into how human and 
physical processes interact and change 
environments. We do this by looking at Spanish 
Agriculture, Food Miles, Organic Farming, 
Agribusiness and Sourcing food locally.  
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Ecosystems Develop contextual knowledge 
of the location of globally 
significant places.  
 
Explore physical and human 
characteristics or TRF 
 
Further develop map and 
graphicacy skills as well as 
maths skills (a significant 
amount of data explored in this 
topic) 
 

Students explore Ecosystems at local and 
international levels and then look at Tropical 
Rainforests and Hot Deserts in more depth. They 
consider the location, physical and human features, 
and data about the impacts humans are having on 
these fragile ecosystems and consider what can be 
done to manage these environments in a 
sustainable manner.  
 
Students also have opportunities to link in scientific 
knowledge here and consider how plants, animals 
and humans have adapted to living in these 
environments.  
 
This topic links back to the topic at the start of year 
9 and explores India and Malaysia in greater depth.  
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Ecosystems 
 
Hydrology – Coasts 
and Rivers 

See above 
 
Develop contextual knowledge 
of the location of globally 
significant coasts and rivers.  
 
Develop an understanding of 
the processes that give rise to 
key physical and human 
geographical features.  
 
Interpret a range of sources of 
geographical information, 
including maps, diagrams, 
globes, aerial photographs and 
Geographical Information 
Systems (GIS)  
 
 

See Above 
 
The main theme within this unit is Hydrology and 
the impacts it has on the planet. Students develop 
an understanding of the sea and rivers and use a 
variety of skills to understand this. We explore the 
physical aspects of the coastline but also consider 
how humans both impact the coast and are 
affected by the coast. Continually, students draw 
on a range of skills developed through other topics 
from both year 7-9 and apply these at this stage in 
a more in depth manner. For example, we may use 
data to consider floods and draw detailed 
hydrographs to represent this. As well as this, OS 
maps are used to identify features on rivers and at 
the coast – thus embedding OS maps skills which 
have been developed over the last three years.  
 
Both Rivers and Coasts have been introduced 
previously in Years 7 and 8. Here, we aim to 
broaden the understanding around these topics 
and develop better map, graph and statistical skills 
through this topic. Rivers and Coasts lend 
themselves well to developing these skills, 
especially using OS maps.  
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Hydrology – Coasts 
and Rivers 
 
Preparation for Block 
C examinations.  
 

  
See above 
 
Prep for Block C will see students attempt a variety 
of challenging questions where command words 
like describe, explain, outline, analyse, to what 
extent, complete the graph are used.   
We work on building recall skills further (this is also 
done at the end of each topic) and prepare 
students for Year 10 GCSE study.  


