
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rationale: Drama Year 9 
 
To encourage students to see drama as a way of exploring and validating their own ideas about the way the world 
works and their place in it; to provide a supportive, safe environment in which they can develop and share that 
thinking. 
 
To give students the necessary skills to be able to manipulate their ideas into clear, theatrical performance that 
makes their thinking powerful to others. 
 
To develop ethical and informed citizens who are made to consider morality, develop empathy and are able to 
think from alternative perspectives, through a variety of subject matter.  
 
To take the art form seriously as a discipline that allows them to ask big questions about what it is to be human in 
the 21st Century. 
 
To develop interpersonal skills: communication; creativity; leadership and teamwork; and to encourage the 
growth of confidence, positivity and resilience in their dealings with the art form and with each other, creating an 
enriching working environment in which all are valued. 

 

In preparing students for the rigours of GCSE study in the subject we are drawing on the DFE guidance with 
regards to the skills demanded of all GCSE drama specifications from 2016 onwards: 
 
Students, whether making, performing or responding to drama, should know and understand the following: 

Characteristics of performance text(s) and dramatic work(s), including: • genre • structure • character • form and 

style • language • stage directions • social, historical and cultural contexts including the theatrical conventions of 

the period in which the performance texts were created • 

How meaning is interpreted and communicated through: • performance conventions • use of performance space 

and spatial relationships on stage • relationships between performers and audience 

They must also have the opportunity to… 

Explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the theatrical 

conventions of the period in which they were created  

 Develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances  

Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas  

Develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students able to make informed choices in process and 

performance  

Contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance  

 



 
 
 

YEAR 9 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NC  

BLOCK A  
Scenic structures:  
Straight scene 
Split scene 
Intercutting scene 
Establishing location 
Messing with narrative 
time(flashbacks/flash-
forwards/transitions) 
Narrative compression devices 
(montage/choral speech/1st person 
and 3rd person narration/vignettes) 
 
Episodic plot structure 
 
Genre & Style /generic conventions 
/juxtaposing style and content 
(tragedy/comedy/political 
theatre/abstract drama/physical 
theatre) 
 
Performance spaces/configurations 
(proscenium arch/ 
In-The-Round/ travers/Thrust/end-
on) 
 
Semiotics and proxemics 
 

 
Bridging Unit 1 

• Structure 

• Plot 

• Genre 

• Style 

• Performance space 
      
How meaning is interpreted 
and communicated through:   
performance conventions   

Develop as creative, effective, 
independent and reflective 
students able to make 
informed choices in process 
and performance: 
 
relationships between 

performers and audience 

use of performance space and 
spatial relationships on stage 
 
 

 
Year 9 in drama consists of 3 
bridging units, designed to 
develop and build upon the 
skills students have learned 
so far across KS3 and 
‘bridging’ to the more 
sophisticated, in-depth 
understanding of the art-
form they will need to access 
the top-band mark criteria 
when they begin their GCSE 
at the start of year 10. 
 
In the first term, students 
will study a more complex 
range of subject specific 
knowledge(taking in genre, 
style, narrative compression, 
performance space and 
staging configurations),  

Block B Bridging Unit 2 
Characterisation      
 

• From scratch (devising) 

• From Text 
 
Students will understand the 
Characteristics of performance 
text(s) and dramatic work(s), 
including:  

• genre  

• structure   

• character   

• form and style   

• language  

• stage directions   

• social, historical and cultural 
contexts 

Devising a character 
Internal & external 
characterisation 

• In-role questionnaire 

• Hot-seating 
(advanced) 

• Writing monologues 

• Improvisation 

• Interaction 
Physical and vocal 
workshopping of character 
 
From script 
Decoding a script 

• Language, 
punctuation and stage 
directions 

• Style/genre 

• The given 
circumstances 

• Sub-text and 

Students will now look in 
detail at the disciplines of 
characterisation both in 
terms of devised work and 
for scripted performance. 
 
They will also approach 
acting from a much more 
technical viewpoint both 
practically and in terms of 
evaluation.  
 
There will be a focus across 
the whole year of developing 
their written analysis of 
performance to a standard 
that will allow them to 
access GCSE standard criteria 
in the heavily coursework 
based unit with which we 
start year 10. 
 



 
 
 

relationship 

• Train of thought and 
re-acting 

 
Realising two characters 
written in different styles 
over several pages of script. 
 
Introduction to the 16 
technical elements of acting 
which we will use as a 
framework when both 
developing performance and 
analysing it  
 
 

 
 
 

Block C Synoptic unit pulling together all 
learning from Block A and Block B, 
with a focus on 
 

• Creative response 

• Ability to shape a narrative 
using 

• Plot structure 

• Genre/style/use of 
performance space 

• A range of appropriate 
theatrical conventions 

 
Developing characters internally 
and externally and using a broad 
range of the 16 technical elements 
of acting to realise them in 
performance. 
 
Working in a range of groups and 
applying sophisticated interpersonal 
and devising skills –negotiation / 
persuasion / pragmatism 
/adaptability / creative confidence 
etc 
 
 
      
      

Bridging Unit 3 
Devising  
Explore how meaning is 

interpreted and 

communicated through:  

• performance 

conventions   

• use of performance 

space and spatial 

relationships on stage 

• relationships between 

performers and 

audience 

Develop a range of theatrical 

skills and apply them to create 

performances  

Work collaboratively to 

generate, develop and 

communicate ideas  

Develop as creative, effective, 

independent and reflective 

students able to make 

informed choices in process 

and performance  

Contribute as an individual to 

a theatrical performance  

 
Students will end the year by 
devising from a range of 
stimuli, including excerpts of 
script; practically exploring 
how to apply all the 
vocabulary they have 
learned across years 7,8 and 
9 to make meaningful and 
powerful theatre that shows 
a diverse and conscious use 
of the art-form to create 
impact on an audience 



 
 
 
 


