
 

 

 

YEAR 8 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NL  

Autumn  
Term 1 

What is the Torah? 
A study of how 
different Jews 
understand the nature 
and content of the 
Torah, and how this 
influences the way they 
live 
 
 

Interpretation of 
scriptural writings 
 
Application of 
influential writings 
to practice 

To begin the study of the scriptures of the 
major theistic religions, we start with the 
Torah as the oldest of these, and one which 
has influenced the content of both the Bible 
and the Qur’an. Through this study, 
students will understand some of the ways 
in which people are affected by how they 
interpret and understand scriptures, as well 
as beginning to explore how different 
people can have different interpretations of 
the same text. 
 

Autumn  
Term 2 

What is the big story in 
the Bible? 
A study of how the 
narratives found in the 
Bible form part of a 
Christian meta-
narrative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interpretation of 
scriptural writings 
 
Application of 
stories to a larger 
conceptual 
framework 

Having learned about the links between 
scripture and practice, this unit moves to 
consider how the many stories contained in 
the Bible form part of a particular meta-
narrative, and thus contribute to a coherent 
conceptual framework of belief.  The earlier 
study of the Torah means that students will 
move to consider in more depth how two 
scriptures with considerable overlap can 
have significantly different interpretations. 
This unit also helps to build students’ 
understanding of orthodox Christian beliefs 
and teachings, which will form a vital basis 
for the GCSE course. 
 

Spring  
Term 1 

Spring  
Term 2 

Religious Studies Department Rationale 
 

Through a broad, in-depth and varied study of religion and worldviews, students will 
develop their critical rationality and epistemological coherence in order to become more 

intellectually autonomous. 

Lancashire SACRE Aims KS3  
 

The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews 

• Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews,  

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Summer  
Term 1 

How does the Qur’an 
influence life? 
A study of how the 
teachings of the Qur’an 
are influential in the 
beliefs and practices of 
Muslims 
 
 

Interpretation of 
scriptural writings 
 
Application of 
influential writings 
to belief and 
practice 
 

As the Qur’an was written later than the 
Torah and the Bible, and it refers to both of 
those earlier writings, it makes sense to 
study the Qur’an last.  Students will again 
be exploring the links between the text and 
the ways in which it influences the lives of 
religious believers, again noting that 
scriptural teachings can be interpreted in a 
variety of ways, especially when these 
teachings are joined by subsidiary writings 
such as the Hadith. 
 

Summer  
Term 2 

What other sources of 
guidance are there? 
A study of the ideas of 
Mill, Hume and 
Nietzsche.  
 

Interpretation of 
influential non-
religious writings 
 
Application of 
influential writings 
to human 
experience 
 
Debate how 
decisions are made 
in the face of 
contradictory 
influences 
 
 

Having studied three scriptures, our study 
considers how non-religious writings might 
have similar kinds of influence on human 
understanding.  The choice of Mill, Hume 
and Nietzsche reflects some key thinkers 
who have presented ideas about how 
decisions about the way to live can be made 
making no reference to religious concepts. 
These ideas will present a challenge to 
religious perspectives, thus requiring 
students to begin grappling with 
contradictory beliefs and interpretations, 
exploring how and why different people 
reject or accept various teachings. Being 
presented with competing ideas will require 
students to think for themselves about 
which ideas they find more or less 
persuasive. 
 


