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Globalisation  
 
 
 

Interpretation of a range of 
geographical sources.  
 
Developing contextual knowledge of 
different places around the world.  
 
Building knowledge of maps and atlases 
and the data within them.  
 

We start in year 8 with a global human 
geographical topic to inspire and engage 
from the start.  
Globalisation is a challenging topic, requiring 
students to consider not just what 
globalisation is, but also how it affects them. 
This is a good starting point for the year as 
we return to consider some aspects of 
globalisation in relation to topics later in the 
year (Africa, China and Development).  
The skills developed in this topic have 
already been explored to a certain extent in 
Year 7. Here in Year 8, students develop 
these skills further, especially developing a 
better understanding of different places 
around the world and how they operate.   

Geography Department Rationale 
• To help students develop geographical knowledge and conceptual understanding. 
• To introduce students to geographical enquiry and develop problem solving and investigative skills. 
• To help students develop a sense of identity, with their own informed opinions and attitudes through 

learning about the United Kingdom and other countries. 

National Curriculum Aims KS3  
 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – 
including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for 
understanding the actions of processes  

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 
these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that 
deepen their understanding of geographical processes  

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 
quantitative skills and writing at length. 
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Our Planet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
China 
 
 

Chronological skills around the 
geological history of the earth.  
 
Understanding of the processes 
involved in tectonic activity.  
 
Develop an understanding of how 
human and physical processes interact 
to influence and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study of a detailed place based example 
exploring China through a number of 
skills learned in Year 7. 
 
Students look at the human and 
physical aspects of China and how one 
influences the other. Here, various 
maps are the basis of the skills.  
 
Students also extend their prior 
knowledge of tectonic hazards when 
they look at the Sichuan earthquakes. 
Photograph interpretations, data 
interpretation and film footage provide 
students with knowledge and they will 
also develop their ability to be able to 
compare data and information.  
 

We then move onto a physical geography 
topic which is further developed within the 
China topic (later in the term) as we explore 
earthquakes in China. This means students 
have an understanding of why earthquakes 
happen. In the China topic, we then develop 
an understanding of the effects of tectonic 
action on a geographical location.  
 
Having an understanding of the Earth’s 
geological history is important for students 
as it will help to put many topics into 
context, especially the one around climate 
change taught later in the year. It also helps 
guide the sub-topic on tectonic activity and 
help put this into perspective (especially 
when looking at the theory of continental 
drift and relating to convection currents and 
tectonic activity).  
 
 
 
The detailed place based study of China 
helps pupils to understand one of the world’s 
superpowers in more detail.  
 
This topic builds on skills already partially 
established and follows a theme of exploring 
the human and physical aspects of the 
country and how one may influence the 
other (direct link to the NC), then considering 
how the country has developed and changed 
(especially with relation to population, a 
theme covered previously).  
 
The final part of this unit considers China as a 
superpower, which links well into the next 
topic on development and will develop data 
and analytical skills further.  
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Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coasts 

 
 
 

Analysis of data – to help establish 
patterns of development around the 
world.  
 
Use of atlases and the data within 
them.  
 
Obtain knowledge around similarities 
and differences in development of a 
number of places around the world.  
 
Team work skills which help to increase 
the understanding of global trade (trade 
game).  
 
 
Introduce the idea that many physical 
geography topics now and further on 
require an understanding of processes.  
 
Understanding coastal processes and 
the impacts these have. Pupils also 
develop an understanding of how 
humans can influence coastal areas and 
vice versa.  

From the topic of China, we then look at 
‘Development’; the two themes link well 
together given that we had already started to 
consider WHY some places suffer more 
during a tectonic hazard event.  
 
At this stage in Year 8, students are well 
versed in the use of data and atlases and are 
now developing these skills further. They 
also use data collected from world 
organisations such as the WHO and UN.  
 
Debating and team skills are further 
developed through the Trade Game which 
enables students to link back to the topic on 
Globalisation carried out at the start of Year 
8.  
 
 
 
We then go back to a physical geography 
topic and explore coasts. In year 7, students 
started to look at geographical processes 
involved in fluvial systems and this 
knowledge is now built upon in Year 8. This is 
a topic we cover at GCSE so to ensure there 
is a basic level of knowledge and skills in this 
area, we teach this now.  
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South East 
Asia 
 
 
 

 
Explore the region as a detailed place 
based example.  
 
Use development data and country data 
(building on previously developed skills) 
to understand the region as a whole 
and as its separate parts.  
 
Develop skills which have already had 
the foundations laid earlier in the year 
and in year 7 – Using a variety of maps, 
interpreting data, graphicacy, exploring 
film and photograph interpretations 
(including aerial photographs) 

 
South East Asia is a detailed place 
exploration which brings together many 
aspects of what has been learnt in year 7 and 
8 and builds on the knowledge and skills 
around development, climate, hazards and 
population.  
 
This topic is very sensitive as we explore the 
effects of the Asian Tsunami of 2004. 
Therefore this is taught later on in year 8 
when students are more experienced in what 
we explore at KS3. 
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Climate 
Change 
 
 
 

Interpreting evidence to establish the 
causes of climate change.  
 
Evidence in the form of graphs, maps, 
photographs (including aerial and 
satellite) to establish why CC is 
happening.  
 
Consider different people’s opinions 
and develop own opinions around CC. 
Skills looking at debate and suing 
evidence to back up a person’s ideas.  
 
Mapping effects – globally and within 
the UK. This helps pupils to consider the 
future of their planet and what they can 
do to help mitigate or adapt towards 
what is happening.  
 
Examine recent evidence around CC and 
global warming – use of BBC film 
footage.  
 
 

We then explore a very hard hitting and 
topical issue. Climate Change is something 
most people have an awareness of but we 
use this topic to explore the global and local 
impacts and then consider what we can do to 
mitigate or adapt to these issues.  
 
This topic is left towards the end of year 8 as 
we believe that pupils at this stage are more 
prepared to manage the data, issues and 
various arguments around Climate Change.  
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Africa 
 
 
 

Maps are utilised heavily in this topic to 
help understand Africa in more detail.  
 
Maps relating to continents, 
development, disease and economic 
change in Africa are used in this topic 
and pupils are now well versed in the 
analysis and interpretation of these to 
help understand a location in more 
detail.  
 
The data and information used here is 
more complex in nature and pupils use 
multiple sources to gain an 
understanding of Africa as a continent.  
 
Graphicacy skills are also built upon 
here. Climate graphs and population 
pyramids appear again here.  

This topic brings together many of the skills 
developed over the last two years. It is a 
more difficult subject, requiring a higher 
level of maturity, hence why this topic is 
studied later on in year 8.  
 
We bring together a variety of skills across 
this study, which leads well into Year 9 
Geography as it ensures students embed key 
skills around Graphicacy, debate, 
development data, use of photographs and 
the impacts of climate change.  
 
 
 


