
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YEAR 8 Content Skills  Rationale  
 
Block A 

 
Well-made play 
Plot structure 
 
Plot/order/sequence 
Focus on linear plot development (well-made play) 
Exposition  
Disruption 
Rising pattern of action  
Climax  
Denouement 
 
Working in a mixed ability grouping - Students are in 
this group for the duration of the scheme, leading to a 
focus on: 
Positive communication /cooperation/problem 
solving etc. 
Naturalistic development of character. 
Rehearsal / Polishing / Refining / Improving  
 
Continued use of evaluative vocabulary to analyse 
work and assess its quality through self/peer/class 
and teacher evaluation 
 
 

 
      
 
 
      
 
Adopt, create 
and sustain a 
range of roles 
 
Respond to 
others in role 
 
Improvise and 
devise 
 
Rehearse, 
refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  

 
 

  
Work in Year 8 seeks to 
meta-cognate, build on 
and develop the skills 
taught in Year 7. 
Students’ understanding of 
narrative is developed by a 
scheme that instantly looks 
at plot and the impact this 
has on the content of their 
drama. 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum Aims in English KS3  
 

All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the 
Artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding 
appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one 
another and a range of audiences as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and 
theatre performances. 

Drama Department Rationale  
 

To encourage students to see drama as a way of exploring and validating their own ideas about the way the world 
works and their place in it; to provide a supportive, safe environment in which they can develop and share that 
thinking. 
 
To give students the necessary skills to be able to manipulate their ideas into clear, theatrical performance that 
makes their thinking powerful to others. 
 
To develop ethical and informed citizens who are made to consider morality, develop empathy and are able to 
think from alternative perspectives, through a variety of subject matter.  
 
To take the art form seriously as a discipline that allows them to ask big questions about what it is to be human in 
the 21st Century. 
 
To develop interpersonal skills: communication; creativity; leadership and teamwork; and to encourage the 
growth of confidence, positivity and resilience in their dealings with the art form and with each other, creating an 
enriching working environment in which all are valued. 

 



Block B  
The Robbery 
Understanding dramatic tension 
 

•  In-Role work 

• Improvising in role 

• Full class improvisation 

• Dramatic problem solving 

• Mantle of the expert 
 
 
Tension (what is it? How can we manufacture it?) 
Building a scene to create tension through: 

• Understanding of narrative/structural 
progression 

• Contrasts of performance dynamics 

• Use of pause and silence 

• Use of peripeteia (twist in the audiences 
expectations) 

Looking at an alternative plot structure to the well- 
made play) non-linear. 
 
 Different narrative viewpoints of the same incident 
and the impact on audience perception 
 

      
      
 
Adopt , create 
and sustain a 
range of roles 
 
Respond to 
others in role 
 
Improvise and 
devise 
 
Rehearse, 
refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  
 
 

 
Students are now taught 
specifically about tension 
and how to manufacture 
mood and atmosphere in 
their dramas to ensure 
audience engagement.  
 

Block C Surfers of Brazil: Synoptic Unit 
      
Meta-cognition of structure/tension/ 
conventions work done across Year 7 and 8 
Empathy and its significance in devising drama 
 

• Greater understanding of naturalistic 
performance by introducing concept of 
‘motivation’ 

• Creation of character backstory through more 
purposeful and focused use of Hot-seating 

• Continued use of elements which create 
appropriate dramatic tension. 

• Continued use of conventions to shape the 
work and make it both clear and theatrical for 
the audience  

• Use of well-made play elements and non-
linear plot 
 

Continued use of evaluative vocabulary to analyse 
work and assess its quality through self/peer/class 
and teacher evaluation 
 

 
 
 
Adopt, create 
and sustain a 
range of roles 
 
Respond to 
others in role 
 
Improvise and 
devise 
 
Rehearse, 
refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  
 
 
 
 

Conventions learned about 
in Year 7 are used 
frequently, allowing 
students to hone their 
skills here. A more 
sophisticated 
understanding of acting is 
introduced by looking at 
character motivation and 
how to technically reveal 
this.  
Students work in a variety 
of grouping configurations, 
but for longer periods of 
time, encouraging more 
sophisticated interpersonal 
skills such as cooperation/ 
communication and 
consistent creative input.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


