
 

 

 

YEAR 7 Content Skills  Rationale  

Autumn  
Half Term 1 
 
Autumn 
Half Term 2 

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD 
RELIGIONS 
An introductory study of a 
range of world religions, 
focusing on key beliefs and 
practices, as well as 
relevance in the 21st 
century. 
 
 

 
Understanding of 
religious beliefs and 
practices 

Students’ learning in RE is very varied 
at primary school, with some students 
having covered very little RE, others 
done a good study, but perhaps 
focussed primarily on Christianity.  
This first unit works as a chance to 
bring students to a similar level of 
understanding across a range of world 
religions. 

SIKHSIM 
A study of Sikhism, focusing 
on key beliefs and practices, 
as well as relevance in the 
21st century.  The unit then 
considers how the ideas and 
beliefs of Sikhism might be 
applied to the life of 
students in school. 
 

Application of Sikh 
beliefs and 
teachings to life in 
school 

We begin our in depth study with 
Sikhism, which allows us to focus on 
the issue of community (Y7 theme in 
Lancashire LAS), and here we use what 
is learned about Sikhism to apply to 
school life and to consider what 
impact Sikh beliefs can make in a 
community. 

Spring  
Half Term 1 

Islam through the mosque 
An introductory study of 
Islam, using the mosque as 
a central concept, showing 
the importance of the 
mosque and how it 
demonstrates the Five 
Pillars 

Linking how the 
mosque is used to 
the Five Pillars of 
Islam and key 
Islamic beliefs 

By using the mosque as a focus, 
students learn about Islamic practice 
and the beliefs that lie behind it. The 
skills developed here are fundamental 
to their whole study across 5 years. 

Religious Studies Department Rationale 
 

Through a broad, in-depth and varied study of religion and worldviews, students will be 
more informed about important issues and questions in society, and in doing so develop 

their ability to think critically and become more intellectually autonomous. 

Lancashire SACRE Aims KS3  
 

The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews 

• Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews,  

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldview 



 

 

 
 

Spring  
Half Term 2 

Christianity through the 
church 
A study of Christian beliefs 
and practices, using the 
church as a central concept, 
showing how Christian 
beliefs are reflected in 
practice. 
 

Linking Christian 
practice in the 
church to Christian 
beliefs 

By using the church as a focus, 
students learn about Christian practice 
and the beliefs that lie behind it.   The 
skills developed here are fundamental 
to their whole study across 5 years. 

Summer  
Half Term 1 

Hinduism 
How do key Hindu beliefs 
influence the way Hindus 
live today? 
 
 

Interpretation of 
Hindu teachings 
 
Application of 
Hindu teachings to 
modern Hindu 
practice 
 

Having studied two Abrahamic faiths, 
attention now turns to dharmic faiths.  
Starting with Hinduism as the most 
ancient religion, this will provide 
students with a contrasting worldview 
to the Western religions. 

Summer  
Half Term 2 

Buddhism 
How does the life of the 
Buddha influence Buddhists 
today? 
 

Interpretation of 
Buddhist teachings 
 
Application of 
Buddhist teachings 
to modern Buddhist 
practice 
 
 

Having studied Hindu beliefs and 
practice, study turns to Buddhism 
which grew out of Hinduism. Students 
will begin to see how one worldview 
can evolve and develop into a new 
one, through a study of how the 
Buddha’s teachings influence the lives 
of Buddhists today. 


