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What is 
Geography? 
 
School 
grounds 
based 
fieldwork 
activity 
 
The local 
area 
 
 
 
 
 

• Extended writing 

• Data Collection 

• Data analysis, 
interpretation and 
evaluation.  

• Using maps and aerial 
photographs of the school 
grounds 

• Numerical skills – using 
graphs and charts.  

• Analysing photographs 

• Using maps of the local 
area 

• Mathematics skills – scale 
and direction.  

We begin with this topic in Year 7 to ensure that 
we establish a baseline as to where students are 
at in terms of their global geographical 
understanding. We aim to fill gaps from KS2 as 
well as begin their journey to becoming well 
rounded geographers.  
 
The skills introduced at this stage are the 
foundation to everything we do in geography. 
Using maps, photographs and analysing data are 
fundamental skills for students studying 
geography. Therefore at this stage, we introduce 
these carefully through in-school fieldwork. This 
also enables students to learn about their school 
surroundings and build an alternative perception 
of the area in which they live and go to school.  
 

Geography Department Rationale  
• To help students develop geographical knowledge and conceptual understanding. 
• To introduce students to geographical enquiry and develop problem solving and investigative skills. 
• To help students develop a sense of identity with their own informed opinions and attitudes through 

learning about the United Kingdom and other countries. 

 
 National Curriculum Aims KS3  

 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – 
including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for 
understanding the actions of processes  

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 
these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that 
deepen their understanding of geographical processes  

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 
quantitative skills and writing at length. 
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Investigating 
Russia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ice 
 
 
 

• Detailed place based 
investigation looking at a 
variety of themes in Russia. 

• Reading and interpreting 
photographs 

• Identifying human and 
physical features on maps 
and establishing their 
interrelationships. 

• Choropleth mapping 

• Interpreting graphs 

• Increasing spatial 
awareness of worlds’ 
countries. 

 
 

• Investigating geographical 
landscapes.  

• Basic processes and 
landforms as a result of ice 
moving over the land.  

• Developing an 
understanding of how 
physical processes and 
landscapes can influence 
and change human activity 

• Interpretation of photos – 
especially around specific 
landscapes.  

We then carry out a detailed place based 
investigation of Russia which allows students to 
develop an understanding of Russia through 
geographical skills. The skills here build on those 
already established from primary school and in 
the first half term. There are also new skills built 
in at this stage which will reappear later in the 
school year and again in Years 8-11. This topic 
also helps pupils to widen their spatial awareness 
of the world’s countries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Russia we move into a more physical 
geographical topic which builds upon some of the 
skills honed in the previous topic of Russia. The 
use of photographs and diagrams is key in this 
topic as pupils investigate how ice has impacted 
upon our landscape. Here students start to learn 
more about geographical processes, which again 
will appear in the Rivers topic in Year 7, and 
Coasts topic in Year 8.  
 
We also work on the idea that the physical 
environments affected by ice presently or in the 
past influence how people live. This helps to 
develop empathy and place understanding – skills 
required throughout both KS3 and 4 geography.  
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Population 
 
 

• Graphicacy skills.  

• Understanding how human 
activity relies upon 
effective functioning of 
natural systems (Rivers, 
Mountains, Ice, Monsoon 
seasons).  

• Comparing data from 
contrasting locations.  

Following on from ‘Ice’, we then move into a 
human geographical topic looking at ‘Population’. 
Here we investigate, through graphicacy skills, 
how the global population has changed over time 
and then how the Earth’s population is 
distributed. This topic then combines knowledge 
gained from previous units about people living in 
icy environments and in Russia, with further 
knowledge of population distribution globally; 
thus raising spatial awareness of a variety of 
global locations and understanding of how human 
and physical processes interact to influence and 
change landscapes and the environment.  
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Weather and 
Climate 
 
 
 
 

• Interpretation of 
metrological data and 
maps.  

• Interpretation of diagrams 
to explain weather 
patterns 

• Extended writing looking at 
weather patterns.  

• Interpreting photos and 
secondary data.  

• Empathising with people 
affected by flooding  

In previous topics, students have explored the 
climate of a number of locations. This is then 
investigated further through this next subject of 
weather and climate.  
Here students develop a deeper understanding of 
what weather and climate are and how they 
influence places.  
This topic builds upon skills developed earlier in 
the year including creating and analysing 
choropleth maps, using data to explore a location 
and interpretation of photographs. The topic also 
sees the introduction of weather maps and 
synoptic charts to push and challenge students.  
 
An exploration of the floods arising from Storm 
Desmond in 2015 helps students to further 
develop their understanding of how human and 
physical processes interact to influence and 
change landscapes and environments.  
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India 
 
 
 
 

• Detailed place based 
investigation looking at a 
variety of themes in India.  

• Establishing the physical 
and human aspects of India 

• Investigating climate and 
how humans are affected 
by this.  

• Human geography 
investigating – looking at 
the economy and location 
of people across the 
country 

After weather and climate, students then carry 
out another detailed place based investigation 
looking at a variety of themes in India.  
Building upon previous experiences in topics 
earlier in the year, students now explore India 
through climate graphs, photographs, maps, raw 
data and films. Students use skills developed 
previously to help build their understanding of 
India and the inequalities that exist there. They 
are now becoming more independent and able to 
create and interpret their own choropleth maps, 
climate graphs and information presented to 
them. At this stage, students have started to see 
that in geography we need to explore places 
through a variety of means and have become 
accustomed to this way of learning.  
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Middle East  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fieldwork 
 
 
 

• Detailed place based 
investigation. 

• Exploration of the Middle 
East where a number of 
aspects of the region are 
investigated including its 
people, use of natural 
resources and 
interdependence within 
the desert region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Geographical investigation 
– collecting, analysing and 
interpreting data from 
Grasmere in the Lake 
District 

By this stage, students are now very settled into 
secondary school and have developed 
geographical investigation skills to help them 
consider a more emotionally difficult topic. This 
topic is another detailed place based investigation 
looking at a variety of aspects of the Middle East. 
This ties in with the National curriculum directly.  
 
This topic is very challenging and considers 
conflict over water and land. Students explore 
this in an empathetic manner. This topic helps 
them to build an understanding of resources and 
their scarcity (especially around food and water). 
It also helps students to understand use of natural 
resources how human and physical processes 
interact to influence and change landscapes and 
environments. 
 
We visit the village of Grasmere in the latter part 
of Year 7. All students are expected to take part 
and provision is made for those who may not 
wish to go or cannot afford to pay to attend.  
 
Students already have an understanding of the 
requirements of a geographical investigation at a 
basic level. It is at this stage at the end of year 7 
that pupils develop this further. They are given 
the opportunity to carry out a full fieldwork 
investigation looking at the impacts of tourism on 
a honeypot site such as Grasmere and also how 
rivers change downstream. This work gives 
students a chance to collect their own data, 
analyse it, present it and then create an 
interpretation based on their findings. These are 
vital geographical skills that help them to develop 
an understanding of different places, how to 
collect and analyse data and then how to answer 
the initial question or hypotheses set. These skills 
are essential to becoming an analytical 
geographer of the future.  


