
 

 

 
 
      
 
      
 
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YEAR 7 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to NC  
 
Block A 

 
Basic Dramatic Vocabulary 
 

• Naturalism 

• Stylisation 

• Tableaux 

• Spoken thought 

• Narration 

• Mime 

• Dialogue 

• Angel and devil 

• Nightmare chair 

• Monologue 

• Body as prop 

• Soundscape 

• Flashback 

• Slow motion 

• Small group performances  

• Regular self/peer evaluation  
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
Adopt, create and 
sustain a range of roles 
 
Respond to others in 
role 
 
Improvise and devise 
 
Rehearse, refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  

 
In Year 7, students are 
introduced to a range of dramatic 
conventions that allow them to 
begin to shape their ideas into 
dramatic form. Initially the focus 
is on the functions these 
conventions serve for an 
audience and the impact they can 
have, along with the skills 
necessary for their effective 
deployment. 
 

    

National Curriculum Aims in English KS3  
 

All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the 
Artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding 
appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one 
another and a range of audiences as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and 
theatre performances. 

Drama Department Rationale  
 

To encourage students to see drama as a way of exploring and validating their own ideas about the way the world 
works and their place in it; to provide a supportive, safe environment in which they can develop and share that 
thinking. 
 
To give students the necessary skills to be able to manipulate their ideas into clear, theatrical performance that 
makes their thinking powerful to others. 
 
To develop ethical and informed citizens who are made to consider morality, develop empathy and are able to 
think from alternative perspectives, through a variety of subject matter.  
 
To take the art form seriously as a discipline that allows them to ask big questions about what it is to be human in 
the 21st Century. 
 
To develop interpersonal skills: communication; creativity; leadership and teamwork; and to encourage the 
growth of confidence, positivity and resilience in their dealings with the art form and with each other, creating an 
enriching working environment in which all are valued. 

 
 



 

 

Block B Evacuees 
 
Application of conventions learned in 
Block A and honing of skills to a 
teacher structured narrative around 
evacuation in WW2 
 
Hot-seating as a means of inventing a 
character 
 
Developing performance skills rooted 
in empathy and ‘putting oneself in the 
shoes of others’ 
 

      
 
Adopt , create and 
sustain a range of roles 
 
Respond to others in 
role 
 
Improvise and devise 
 
Rehearse, refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  
 

 
The conventions can now be used 
to explore a narrative, showing 
how they are a gateway for 
clarity, creativity and 
theatricality. 
 
Students should now be able to 
respond creatively to narrative 
within the framework provided 
by the teacher and explore 
different creative directions 
that drama might take. 
 

 
Block C 
Half term 

1 

 
Devising from stimuli 
 
Creative response to a range of 
stimuli: students take creative 
responsibility for dramatising a scene, 
first individually and then collectively, 
selecting conventions which they feel 
to be theatrically appropriate. This 
involves 

• Creative deduction 

• Developing a range of 
potential narratives 

• Making conscious and explicit 
links between form and 
content 

• Self-evaluating their work in 
progress 

• Formal evaluation of the work 
of others 

 
 
 
 
Adopt, create and 
sustain a range of roles 
 
Respond to others in 
role 
 
Improvise and devise 
 
Rehearse, refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  
 

 

 
Students can now assume more 
creative responsibility, 
responding to stimuli and 
applying their vocabulary 
consciously to narratives they 
themselves craft and create. 
 

      
Block C 
Half term 

2 

 
An introduction to scripted work 
 

• Characterisation from script 

• Analysis of language and 
dialogue 

• Understanding the ‘style’ of a 
scene 

• Impact of this on acting 
techniques (eg exaggeration 
/accent) 

• Use of physical workshop to 
explore this pitch of 
characterisation. 

• Simple staging is explored 
using forum theatre 

• Use of conventions within the 
scripted piece 

• Use of music and lighting to 
support the action 

       
 
 
Adopt, create and 
sustain a range of roles 
 
Respond to others in 
role 
 
Improvise and devise 
 
Rehearse, refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully  
 

 
The year ends with students 
being introduced to simple script 
work and the basic technical 
demands of characterisation and 
staging. 
 



 

 

 


