
 

 

Music Department Rationale 

We aim to provide a high-quality music education through a broad, in-depth and varied study of 
music that engages and inspires pupils to develop a love of music and develop their talent as 
musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

Throughout Key stage 5 we develop students contextual understanding of music through 
performing, composing and appraising. 
 

 

Eduqas A Level Music 
 
This specification provides learners with the opportunity to study music in an integrated way where 
the skills of performing, composing and appraising reinforce knowledge and understanding of 
musical elements, contexts and language. In addition to the appraising examination, all learners will 
be assessed in both performing and composing.  
 

• Component 1: Performing 35%  

• Component 2: Composing 25%  

• Component 3: Appraising 40% 
 
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of music through three areas of study. 
 

• Area of Study A: Western Classical Tradition (Development of the Symphony) 

• Area of Study C: Musical Theatre 

• Area of Study E: Into the Twentieth Century 
 
The WJEC Eduqas A level in Music offers a broad and coherent course of study which encourages 
learners to: 

• engage actively in the process of music study 

• develop performing skills to demonstrate an understanding of musical elements, style, sense 
of continuity, interpretation and expression 

• develop composing skills to demonstrate the manipulation of musical ideas and the use of 
musical devices and conventions 

• recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and skills, and make 
links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and appraising 
underpinned by attentive listening 

• broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster creativity 

• develop and extend the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate 
effectively as musicians 

• develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of instruments and styles, and of relevant 
approaches to both performing and composing 

• develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and presentation of 
music 

• appraise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop understanding of 
musical contexts and a coherent awareness of musical chronology 

• develop as effective, independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with 
enquiring minds 

• reflect critically and make personal judgements on their own and others’ music 

• engage with, and extend appreciation of, the diverse heritage of music in order to promote 
personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 

 
The WJEC Eduqas specification is designed to allow learners to pursue their own musical interests. 
Learners develop skills in the three distinct but related disciplines of performing, composing and 



 

 

appraising, whilst having flexibility to specialise in either performing or composing. 
 
All learners will study the development of the symphony, engaging with landmark orchestral 
repertoire, which is important in developing knowledge and understanding of musical elements and 
language in context. Learners will use the musical language of this period to compose one piece of 
music to a brief.  
 
Learners will also choose one area of study from Pop and Rock, Musical Theatre and Jazz and one 
further area of study exploring the musical language and styles from either the early twentieth 
century or the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. 
 

 

YEAR 13 Content Skills  Rationale / Link to specification 
Autumn 
Term   
Block A 

Component 3 
AoS A: Western Classical 
Tradition 
 
Students will further 
develop their knowledge 
of music from the 18th 

and 19th Century by 
looking at the following 
composers  
 

• Stamitz 

• Haydn 

• Mozart 

• Mendelssohn 

• Brahms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Component 2 
Composition 2 
(set brief) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge – To develop a 
contextual understanding of how 
music of the early, mid and late 
18th Century and early 19th 
Century was composed and its 
purpose.  
 
Application – Through analysis, 
students will identify and explain 
how music of the 18th Century 
developed, with a focus on the 
development of the symphony, 
supported with evidence from the 
A-Level Wider Listening list from 
the specification. 
 
Create – To analyse Symphony 4 
in A Major (The Italian Symphony) 
by Mendelssohn (set work 2) and 
compare how the two set works 
show development of the 
symphony. 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowledge – To understand a 
variety of compositional styles, 
techniques and structures used 
within the Western Classical 
Tradition.  
 
Application – To analyse music 
used within a range of period 
television dramas such as Game 
of Thrones, Elizabeth and Merlin 
and identify compositional 
techniques. 
 
 

Year 13 begins by building on the 
musical knowledge learnt in Year 12. 
Students will use skills of analysis 
from Symphony 104 by Haydn and 
apply these in order to support their 
learning of Symphony 4 by 
Mendelssohn. 
 
The symphony, as it developed, was 
considered to be the most important 
instrumental genre of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries and 
contains some of the most exciting 
orchestral repertoire of the period. 
 
The development of the symphony 
went hand in hand with the 
development of the orchestra into a 
grand and powerful force.  
 
Equally grand forms and structures 
were needed to allow the instruments 
to demonstrate their full potential 
and with this we see the emergence 
of sonata form. 
 
 
This component develops students 
existing knowledge of compositional 
skills from composition 1. Students 
will explore a range of composition 
styles and structures, including 
writing for a larger ensemble such as 
an orchestra and using techniques 
that have been discovered in the two 
classical set works.   



 

 

 

 Create –  To compose a piece of 
music for a brief that represents a 
game of chess.  
 

Spring 
Term 
Block B 
 

Component 3 
AoS E: Into the 
Twentieth Century 
 
Students will develop 
their knowledge of music 
from the 20th Century by 
looking at the following 
composers  
 

• Debussy 

• Poulenc 

• Ravel 

• Schoenberg 

• Stravinsky 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge – To develop a 
contextual understanding of how 
music of the 20th Century was 
developed and composed.  
 
Application – Through analysis, 
students will identify and explain 
how music of the 20th Century 
was composed, with a focus on 
the compositional techniques 
used within the two set works of 
this unit and also supported with 
evidence from the A-Level Wider 
Listening list from the 
specification. 
 
Create –  To analyse Nuages, by 
Debussy and Trio for Oboe, 
Bassoon and Piano by Poulenc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This unit is taught in Year 13 to allow 
students to use and apply the analysis 
skills learnt in Year 12. This unit 
further develops students’ knowledge 
as they will experience music that 
uses contemporary compositional 
techniques and introduces new 
terminology and styles. 
 
AoS E focuses on the distinct musical 
styles of the early twentieth century, 
which was a time of change and 
experimentation in music. 
 
Both the symphony and the orchestra 
had reached considerable proportions 
by the end of the nineteenth century 
and many composers such as 
Debussy, Ravel, Schœnberg and 
Stravinsky were starting to look for 
new ways to create music, often 
preferring clarity and sparseness of 
timbre and texture over late Romantic 
indulgence. 
 
This resulted in the emergence of 
several diverse schools of 
composition during the period, 
including Impressionism, 
Expressionism and Neo-classicism. 

Summer 
Term  
Block C 
 

Revision of all set works 
in preparation for the 
exam 

  


