
Name: __________________________________________

Form: _________________

Score:        /25                                  Level:

Effort:                                                HP:

Title and year of musical: ___________________________________________________

Research the musical. In your own words, give a brief synopsis (synopsis = outline of the 
story). (3 marks)

Research the choreographer of the dance. What is their background and how did they get 
into musical choreography? (3 marks)

What dance STYLE is seen in this film and what is the history of this dance style? Where did 
it originate?  The dance styles used in each film are listed on the table with the YouTube 
links to the dances. (3 marks) 

Describe the movement seen in the dance. You can discuss style, action content, how the 
space is used, how is it choreographed (does it use any devices or dance relationships that 



Describe the movement seen in the dance. You can discuss style, action content, how the 
space is used, how is it choreographed (does it use any devices or dance relationships that 
you have used in your dances?). What do all these things help us to understand about the 
characters, situation and story? (4 marks)

Describe the costumes worn. You can focus on one or two characters. Think about style of 
clothing, colour of fabric, era (time period), condition of clothing, status, are they all wearing 
the same or different and how does it show the different characters? What do all these 
things help us to understand about the characters, situation and story? (4 marks)



Describe the set design of the scene. Where is it set? How is it decorated? Are there any 
props and furniture? What can you see in the scene?  What do all these things help us to 
understand about the characters, situation and story ? (4 marks)

Describe the sound that you hear.  What is the style of the music? Tempo, rhythm, 
instruments. How well does the dance go to the music? Does the music have changes? 
Does it have words, lyrics? Do you hear any other sound effects in the scene? What do all 
these things help us to understand about the characters, situation and story? (4 marks)



Watch all of the dances on the four links before choosing which to write about for this homework.

Complete the template with information on one of the following musical films. Follow the table along, by 
writing about the appropriate choreographer, dance style and specific dance from that film.

Do not just copy out from any website. Use research to formulate your own sentences. 
Your homework is to be handed in on this paper booklet.  A digital copy has been sent to you, for you 
to print, only if you lose the paper copy you have been given. DO NOT TYPE AND SEND THIS 
HOMEWORK.
Use dance terminology that you have learnt in class.
Apply detail to this work. It should take no less than two hours. A few words here and there will not be 
acceptable.
Use YouTube to watch the clip of the dance you have chosen to write about.
Feel free to be creative... Use colour and decoration to help suggest the style of the film / dance.

Success Criteria:

Good: Some detailed description of some elements of the research and footage seen. Some 
compositional  devices identified. Some attempt to use dance terminology. Some photographs also 
applied.

Better: Thoroughly detailed descriptions of some in depth research. Good use of dance terminology 
with a confident identification of compositional devices.

Exceptional: Eloquent use of dance terminology and sophisticated language used to describe what is 
found and seen through the research. Insightful comments and opinions given on the dance/
choreography seen. Well presented. 

Choose a film: Choreographer 
you will 

research:

Dance style you 
will research:

The dance you will 
describe :

WEST SIDE STORY 
(1961)

Jerome Robbins Jazz America
https://youtu.be/YhSKk-cvblc

OLIVER (1968) Onna White Musical Theatre Consider Yourself
https://youtu.be/
a0a1HYYmiXM

GREASE (1978) Patricia Birch Rock and Roll We Go Together 
https://youtu.be/
ZUrxG8APyiI

HAIRSPRAY (2007) Adam Shankman Rock and Roll Nicest Kids In Town 
https://youtu.be/
XwcXmQjVi3U


