
Haslingden High School 
Geography Department 

HOMEWORK BOOKLET 
Year 8 Block B 

 

Parent / Guardian Comment: 
 

House Points: 

Target: 
 

Comment: 
 

Name: _______________________________   Form: ______ 

Subject Teacher: ___________________________________ 

Date Given: ______________ Date to Hand in:___________ 

 

Effort: 



You are expected to complete all the main tasks in this booklet. 

The  sign in the margin points to tasks for you to complete. 

The  sign in the margin points to extension questions. Your 

teacher will tell you which ones they expect you to complete. 
 

 

 

Look out for the clock in each section to let you know the maximum 

amount of time you should spend on each section. 
 

 

 

You may find some of these words useful: 

 

Damage – the amount of damage (measured in US dollars) cause by a 

disaster. 

 

Death toll – the number of people who die as a result of a disaster. 

 

Earthquake – when large amounts of energy are released by tectonic plates 

moving. 

 

Eye of the storm – the centre of a hurricane with no wind or cloud. 

 

Hurricane – a large storm with very powerful winds. 

 

Storm surge – when a hurricane pushes seawater onto the land. 

 

Tornado – a spinning column of high wind. 

 

Tsunami – a large wave caused by underwater earthquakes or volcanoes. 



Task 1: Tornadoes 
 

 
 

Read the information below and answer the 4 questions: 

 

A tornado is a violent spinning column of air aching from a 
thunderstorm to the ground. The most violent tornadoes 
can causes tremendous destruction with wind speeds of up 
to 300 mph. They can destroy large buildings, pull up trees 
and throw cars hundreds of metres. Damage paths can be 
bigger than one mile wide to 50 miles long. Tornadoes are 
very rare in the UK, however in the USA an average of 
1000 tornadoes are reported every year. Most tornadoes 
occur between May to September. 

 

 

1. How fast can the wind be in a tornado? 

 ________________________ 

2. How long can the path of a tornado be?

 ________________________ 

3. On average, how many tornadoes are reported in the USA every year?

 ______________ 

4. When do most tornadoes occur in the USA?

 ___________________________________ 
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Task 1: Tornadoes continued 
 

‘Tornado Alley’ is the name given to the area of the USA where tornadoes 

are most frequent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 Label the map using the names of the states in the USA that are 

 most frequently affected by tornadoes. 
 

Oklahoma         Nebraska         Colorado         Texas         New Mexico         S. Dakota         Kansas 

 

 

 In tornado alley, many people have a special shelter. But if you can’t 

get to your tornado shelter where should you hide? 
 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 



 

Task 1: Tornadoes continued 
 

 
 

Imagine you have taken shelter during a tornado and you are now trapped in 

the shelter due to fallen trees. What would you need to survive for two 

days until you are rescued? Complete the table below explaining what you 

need in an emergency kit. 

 

You must have at 10 items in your emergency kit. 

 
Item Reason 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Task 1: Tornadoes continued 
 

Extension task for extra house points: 

o Research and produce a factsheet for a recent tornado/tornadoes. 

o There was a huge tornado in Moore, Oklahoma in May 2013 

 Search ‘Moore tornado 2013’ on Google 

o Include the following information: 

 Where did it happen? When did it happen? What were the 

effects? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



Task 2: Tsunamis 
 

 
 
Your task for this section is to research and produce a report on the 

Japanese tsunami that happened in 2011. 

 

This piece of work will be levelled and must be completed to the best of 

your ability. It is recommended that you spend two hours completing this 

section of the booklet. 

 

 

You should read the news report found here: 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12709598 

 

Or the paper version at the back of this booklet. 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12709598


Whilst you read the article, put some facts into the correct part of this 

table: 
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Use your notes to write a report about the Japanese tsunami with 5 small 

paragraphs: 

 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



 Task 3: Hurricanes 

Hurricanes have different names in different parts of the world: in East 

and Southeast Asia they are known as typhoons, in south Asia and Australia 

they are called cyclones and hurricanes in the Americas. 

 

 In November 2013 the Philippines were hit by a powerful typhoon that 

caused widespread damage. Complete the following sections to find out 

about Typhoon Haiyan. 
 

 

 
 

1) Using this map and others you can find, describe the location of the 

Philippines. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



2) Look at the satellite image of Typhoon 

Haiyan. This was taken when the typhoon was 

at its strongest. 

 

 

Label the ‘eye of the storm’ where there is 

no cloud. 

 

 

How does it compare in size to the 

Philippines? 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

3) As well as incredibly strong winds and heavy rain, hurricanes create a 

‘storm surge’ as they push seawater onto the land as shown on the diagram 

below: 

 

 
 

What do you think are the dangers of a storm surge? 
 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



4) Tacloban was one of the worst hit places in the Philippines, but it has 

recovered. Label these before and after pictures to show what you can see: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

EXTENSION: 

 

Hurricanes are usually given a name. Every year an A-Z list is published that 

has alternating boys and girls names. The 1st hurricane of the year is given 

the name beginning with A and so on. The lists are used again very few 

years until there has been particularly bad hurricane and there retire the 

name. 

 

Has there been a hurricane, typhoon or cyclone with your name? 

 

Which names have been retired and why? 



Japan earthquake: Tsunami hits north-east 
Japan's most powerful earthquake since records began has struck the north-east coast, 

triggering a massive tsunami. 

Cars, ships and buildings were swept away by a wall of water after the 8.9-magnitude 

tremor, which struck about 400km (250 miles) north-east of Tokyo. 

A state of emergency has been declared at a nuclear power plant, where pressure has 

exceeded normal levels. 

Officials say 350 people are dead and about 500 missing, but it is feared the final death 

toll will be much higher. (Final death toll is 15,889 deaths and 6,152 injured) 

In one ward alone in Sendai, a port city in Miyagi prefecture, 200 to 300 bodies were 

found. 

The quake was the fifth-largest in the world since 1900 and nearly 8,000 times stronger 

than the one which devastated Christchurch, New Zealand, last month, said scientists. 

Thousands of people living near the Fukushima nuclear power plant have been ordered to 

evacuate. 

Japanese nuclear officials said pressure inside a boiling water reactor at the plant was 

running much higher than normal after the cooling system failed. 

Officials said they might need to deliberately release some radioactive steam to relieve 

pressure, but that there would be no health risk. 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton had earlier said the US Air Force had flown 

emergency coolant to the site. 

But US officials later said no coolant had been handed over because the Japanese had 

decided to handle the situation themselves. 

The UN's nuclear agency said four nuclear power plants had shut down safely. 

Measured at 8.9 by the US Geological Survey, it struck at 1446 local time (0546 GMT) 

at a depth of about 24km. 

The tsunami rolled across the Pacific at 800km/h (500mph) - as fast as a jetliner - 

before hitting Hawaii and the US West Coast, but there were no reports of major 

damage from those regions. 

Thousands of people were ordered to evacuate coastal areas in the states of California, 

Oregon and Washington. 

The biggest waves of more than 6-7ft (about 2m) were recorded near California's 

Crescent City, said the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre. 



A tsunami warning extended across the Pacific to North and South America, where many 

other coastal regions were evacuated, but the alert was later lifted in most parts, 

including the Philippines, Australia and China. 

Strong waves hit Japan's Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures, damaging dozens of coastal 

communities. 

A 10m wave struck Sendai, deluging farmland and sweeping cars across the airport's 

runway. Fires broke out in the centre of the city. 

Japan's NHK television showed a massive surge of debris-filled water reaching far 

inland, consuming houses, cars and ships. 

Motorists could be seen trying to speed away from the wall of water. 

Four trains are missing along the coast, says Japan Railways; and a ship carrying 100 

people was swept away 

Fire has engulfed swathes of the coast in Miyagi prefecture's Kesennuma city, one-third 

of which is reportedly under water 

A major explosion hit a petrochemical plant in Sendai; further south a huge blaze swept 

an oil refinery in Ichihara city, Chiba prefecture 

Some 1,800 homes are reported to have been destroyed in the city of Minamisoma, 

Fukushima prefecture 

A dam burst in north-eastern Fukushima prefecture, sweeping away homes, Kyodo news 

agency reports 

At least 20 people were injured in Tokyo when the roof of a hall collapsed on to a 

graduation ceremony 

In a televised address, Prime Minister Naoto Kan extended his sympathy to the victims 

of the disaster. 

As aftershocks rattled the country, residents and workers in Tokyo rushed outside to 

gather in parks and open spaces. 

Many people in the Japanese capital said they had never felt such a powerful 

earthquake. 

In central Tokyo, a number of office workers are spending the night in their offices 

because the lifts have stopped working. 

"This is the kind of earthquake that hits once every 100 years," said restaurant worker 

Akira Tanaka. 

Train services were suspended, stranding millions of commuters in the Japanese capital. 

About four million homes in and around Tokyo suffered power cuts. 


