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HASLINGDEN
HIGHLIGHTS
A message from our Headteacher, Mr Jackson
Dear Parents
Welcome to the Autumn Edition of Haslingden
Highlights 2018.
As always, this is an incredibly busy term and this year
was no exception. Haslingden Highlights tries to
capture a flavour of our school; I passionately believe
that our school provides a wide range of
opportunities for all students to pursue their interests
and aptitudes as well as striving for the highest
standards of academic achievement.
The examinations landscape continues to change
rapidly and our Year 11 leavers were the first cohort
to sit revised GCSE examinations in most of the
subjects they sat. These new GCSEs are very different
to the previous incarnations: there are no resits, no
modular exams, very little controlled assessment/
coursework. The content of each GCSE specification
has been toughened significantly and the
examinations themselves are more rigourous. Sitting
these examinations was no doubt a stressful
experience for many students and I am absolutely
delighted with the results they achieved. The
following statistics give a flavour of their
achievements:
* 76% of students achieved a ‘standard pass’ (Grade
4) in English and mathematics
* 44% of students achieved a strong pass (Grade 5)
in English and mathematics
* 81% of students achieved at least a ‘standard pass’
in English Language
* 77% of students achieved at least ‘standard pass’ in
mathematics
* 24% of all grades awarded in English Literature
were at Grade 7/8 or 9
* 25% of the year gained grade 5 of above in every
subject studied
Haslingden High School & Sixth Form

* 39 students, over 15% of the year, achieved grade
7,8, or 9 in eight subjects or more
* There were 187 grade 9 or A* grades including 59
grade 9s
A guidance document of the old and new GCSE
grades can be found here: https://
ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2018/03/02/gcse-9-to-1-gradesa-brief-guide-for-parents/
I sincerely hope all of our students get to enjoy a
restful break over the Christmas period. However, I
would like to point out that our Block B assessments
take place in late January/early February (please see
the Term 2 dates at the back of this newsletter or our
s c h o o l w e b s i t e ) . G i v e n t h e i m p o rt a n c e o f
examinations, it is essential that all students get used
to preparing for, and sitting, tests and exams. For Y11
and Y13, these assessments will be mock
examinations and it is imperative these are taken
seriously. I would recommend all students, especially
those in Y11 and Y13, start their revision early, with
perhaps some time set aside over the Christmas
break to begin their preparations.
The term dates for 2019/20 are available on the
school website, as well as the school calendar of
events for the next two terms.
I would like to thank students and parents for the
considerable amount of charity work that has gone
on, especially these last few weeks, through creating
hampers and raising money for a variety of charities.
As always, the school community has responded
fantastically to this and we have made a significant
number of people’s Christmases much happier.
Finally I would like to thank all parents for their
ongoing support throughout this year and wish
everyone a restful break.
Mark Jackson
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TRIPS & ACTIVITIES
Five of our Year 10 students
were invited to take part in a
youth camp in Bocholt
(Rossendale’s twin German
town), which was organised by
the Friends of Bocholt.
Students got to meet their
counterparts from Germany,
France, Holland, Belgium and

Lithuania as well as refugees
from further afield.
Along with all the other students,
they also got to help paint a
huge mural around a building
site that will be on display for the
next two years.

HHS won the Youth Enterprise Challenge in 2016
and this latest Year 9 team is hoping to reclaim the
title.
The current Enterprise Challenge Team has
dispersed its start-up £50 donation to encourage
the whole of Year 9 to help raise money.

MORE than 70 new books have been added to the
shelves of the school library thanks to a grant from
the Siobhan Dowd Trust.
The fund, set up in memory of author Siobhan
Dowd who is most famous for writing ‘The London
Eye Mystery’, supports schools and non-school
groups across the country.
Our school Librarian was delighted when the school
was awarded £400 and, thanks to a generous
discount from Chorley book shop Ebb and Flo,
almost £500 worth of books was purchased.
A team of readers from the school were given the
important task of quizzing students about what
books they wanted before visiting the book shop
and making their selection.
The six students who made the trip also got to
select a couple of books for themselves!

The team of eight will be planning events to raise
money for Rossendale Hospice and came up with
the idea of asking other forms for help.
Lots of students are getting involved, including
sponsored bike rides, Tesco bag packs, making
hampers. A big thank you to everyone involved.
Year 13 history and religious studies
students Hannah Ormerod, Harry Ottley,
Preston Brady and Beth Macdonald
submitted essays to earn places on the
Holocaust Educational Trust trip.
They had to explain why they wanted to
make the visit, what they wanted to get
out of the trip and some ideas for a
legacy to make sure that lessons were
learnt.
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Beth said: “When I was at Auschwitz I
was speechless. Not just at the scale of
what happened but the whole
atmosphere”
The students are planning to run a series
of discussions with Year 10 and Year 12
students to ask what they know of the
Holocaust and to explain and show what
they saw and learnt to promote a better
understanding.
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SPORT
U14s girls’ badminton team best in Rossendale
Our U14s girls’ badminton team won a Rossendale school
competition.
Hannah Wilson, Beau Freeman, Neve Harris-Summers and
Lexie Randle made up the winning U14s team.
Hannah, 13, explained: “We went to a competition at All
Saints and played teams from BRGS, Fearns and All Saints.
““In the end, the top two teams, Haslingden High and
BRGS, had equal scores as did the losing teams so it went
down to points and we won by 20.
The school’s U16s girls’ badminton team were runners up
in their Rossendale competition.

A new course is being offered in the Sixth Form with
six students signing up to the Level 3 Sports
Leadership Academy.
The OCR Cambridge Technical qualification will see
students completing the equivalent of three A levels
in the one course and provide a springboard into a
sporting career either as a teacher, a coach or in the
sports industry.
The course teaches key leadership skills by offering
students practical experience within the PE
department. Students will be working with our PE
teachers and shadowing them whilst lessons the
place.
Over two years, they will have 15 taught curriculum
lessons each week, take a key role in PE lessons and
help to coach and lead after school clubs. All
students will be offered the opportunity to complete
Level 1 coaching or officiating awards in their
chosen sport to gain the necessary experience.

Congratulations to our students who participated in

When they complete the course they will have a
portfolio of valuable, worthwhile experience to help
them to secure a university teaching course or go
forward to a sports course of their choice.

qualified to go through to the next round. Thanks to

the NW Trampolining Championships, which proved
to be our most successful tournament yet! All 3 Y10
boys were placed on the podium and both our
intermediate U14 girls and novice U13 boys have
the PTFA for their support in purchasing the new kits
needed!

Well done to the U15 football team who won their
Lancashire cup match 2-1!

Haslingden High School & Sixth Form
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OUR STUDENTS OUTSIDE SCHOOL
CULINARY champ Matthew Marriott is one step away from a place in the
final of a national competition.
In the local heat of the Springboard Future Chef Competition at
Blackburn College, he wowed the judges with his two-course meal for
two people for just £7 and won his own personally embroidered chef’s
whites.
The next stage of the Future Chef competition is the regional final in
Manchester next February and the winner will go through to the national
final later in the year in London. Well done Matthew.
Year 9 student Chi Ho Tang was placed
first in the Bury Tariff competition held at
Bury Trampoline Club.
C h i H o a l s o h e l p e d t h e s c h o o l ’s
intermediate U14s team to win the British
title in the National Schools’ Trampoline
Finals. Keep up the good work Chi Ho!
When people discover Serena Cape is a
rugby player they are often surprised and
now she has been chosen for England
Development Squad.
Serena, a Year 11 student, used to
compete at judo and was the North of
England champion before deciding to
switch sports.
Serena, 15, said: “I play number 8, a
flanker, so I am at the back of the scrum. I
can’t kick but I am good at tackling. I
enjoyed judo but you were on your own,
whereas with rugby you are part of a
team and I enjoy that. It is nice to have
team members to share success with.

Orienteers Neve Butcher and Millie
Shortt took part in the British Schools’
Orienteering Championships in
Blackburn and came fifth.
Both students are members of Pendle
Forest Orienteers. Well done girls!

Serene plays for Rochdale Rugby Union
Girls’ U18s and has competed for
Lancashire for a season. Her Lancashire
coach her forward to go for a trial for the
England Rugby Football Union U18
Development Squad. There were two
trials and only 30 places available. A few
of the girls from Lancashire got places
and Serena is now waiting to find out
when we will be training.
Serena is now on the Elite Performance
Pathway and hopefully it will lead to a
place in the England U20 squad when
she goes to university. Well done Serena.

Four dedicated swimmers from are now waiting to see if their bronze
medal has earned them a place in a national final.
At the English Schools’ Swimming Association North West
Championships held in Everton, they were third in the 4x50m
freestyle relay.
The team of 14-year-olds: Emily Nuttall, Beth
Hartwell, Amy Barlow along with Mia Smith, 13, also competed in the
4x50m relay medley but narrowly missed out on the bronze medal.
Although all the swimmers have competed in the competition
before, this was the first time they had competed together in the
same team.
Mia swims for Stockport Metro; Beth for City of Manchester and Amy
and Emily for Pioneer 79 in Accrington.
They all swim at 5am several times a week at pools across Lancashire
and Greater Manchester.

Haslingden High School & Sixth Form
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CHRISTMAS AT HASLINGDEN
STUDENTS and staff had a hectic final week with a host of Christmas celebrations.
The week began with scores of hampers being distributed to residents living near the school and also
to Rochdale Dogs Home.
Year 7 Miss Southee said: “We delivered about 40 hampers to individuals and presented Emmeliene’s
Pantry with £100 along with new toys and women’s presents.
“We also gave lots of goodies, coats and hats to homeless project Coffee for Craig and provided RAFT
the food bank and Maundy Relief in Accrington, items of food.”
Christmas music abounded as a concert was held involving the school’s Big Band, Brass Band, guitar
solo, piano solo, a cappella group, flute group, staff band and school choir.
Staff served a free Christmas meal to all of the students with a competition for the form tutors to see
who could create the best decorated table.
While Year 7s went off to watch Cinderella at Preston Guild Hall, the rest of the lower school showed off
their talent with two days of the X-mas Factor.
The last day of school saw a special show by staff and a non-uniform wear something blue day for a £1
donation towards the Youth Enterprise Challenge team fundraising for Rossendale Hospice.

Haslingden High School & Sixth Form
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WONDERLAND
TWO very different versions of the classic Alice in Wonderland story delighted a packed
crowd in our Theatre!
Our Year 8-10 production in the first half, which had been adapted by teachers Miss Anthony
and Mrs Brady and followed the traditional Lewis Carroll story. Then there was the somewhat
darker interpretation for Years 11-13 written by Head of Drama Mr Anderson.
He said: “I wrote the script just before the summer and it took about a week. I made Alice a
teenager who was stranded in London and her family were stuck in a migrant camp in
France, as the story unravelled the audience realised that she was not in ‘Wonderland’.
“All the key characters were there - rabbit had come over in the back of the lorry with her
while the Mad Hatter was a busker she met. Both versions worked really well and at the end
of the second performance we brought the two Alice’s and the main characters from both
productions together. The students were absolutely magnificent and they were so
professional, committed and dedicated turning up to many rehearsals.”
A cast of 60 performed the two interpretations over three nights. The younger cast has been
rehearsing since before the summer holidays and the older cast from September.
Three hours of rehearsals were held every week for the two casts, along with a technical
weekend rehearsal. Mr Anderson added: “The audience absolutely loved it. I was a bit
nervous about how my version might go down because it was contemporary, but they
worked really well together.”

Haslingden High School & Sixth Form
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Important dates to remember - Term 2
9 - 11 January 2019

Y11 Villiers residential

W/c Monday 14 January 2019

Student equipment checks take place this week

Tuesday 15 January 2019

Health & Social Care exam - PM

Wednesday 16 January 2019

Y10 Parents Evening 4.30-7.30pm

Wednesday 23 Jan - Friday 1 February 2019

Y11 Block B Assessment week starts

Thursday 24 January 2019

AGT Evening 6.00-7.30pm

Monday 28 January 2019

Block B Assessment Week , Y8, Y10, Y11, Y13

Monday 4 February 2019

PTFA meeting 6.00pm

Tuesday 5 February 2019

Careers Fair

Wednesday 6 February 2019

Y13 Parents Evening 4.30-7.30pm

Monday 18 - Friday 22 February 2019

Half Term

Monday 25 February 2019

Block B Assessment Week Y7, Y9, Y12

Wednesday 27 February 2019

Y11 Additional Parents Evening (by invitation only)

Monday 4 March 2019

Y8 Options taster week

Wednesday 6 March 2019

Reports home Y8, Y10, Y11, Y13

Wednesday 6 March 2019

Y8 Options Assembly / Y8 Options Evening

Wednesday 13 March 2019

Y8 Parents Evening (1)

Wednesday 20 March 2019

Reports home Y7, Y9, Y12

Wednesday 20 March 2019

Y8 Parents Evening (2)

Friday 22 March 2019

Deadline for initial options choices (Y8)

W/c Monday 15 March 2019

Y8 Options meetings take place with students this
week

Friday 29 March 2019

PTFA Family Quiz Night 6.00pm

Saturday 30 - Sunday 31 March 2019

Silver D of E

Wednesday 3 April 2019

Y8 Options final deadline

Wednesday 3 April 2019

Sixth Form Taster Day

Friday 5 April 2019

Iceland trip / French trip departs

Friday 5 April 2019

School closes for Easter

Saturday 6 April 2019

Ski Trip departs

Haslingden High School & Sixth Form
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I’d like to take this opportunity to continue to support parents in keeping their children safe. I have previously provided
advice regarding gaming and this can be found on the online safety section of the school website. The following
information from the NSPCC relates to the game Fortnite and is designed to offer insight into the features of the game
and possible associated risks. At the bottom of the online page https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/fortnite-all-youneed-know/ it goes on to offer advice and provide parents with the opportunity to sign up to NetAware. This will
provide parents with regular online safety issues and will hopefully provide useful tips to shape discussions with your
children at home. Best wishes, Mr Clarke; Deputy Head. The Fortnite article is included below for your reference.
The multiplayer action survival game, Fortnite: Battle Royale, has received a lot of media coverage recently due to growing
popularity amongst children – and also emerging safety concerns. We’ve pulled together some information about the game and
how to keep your children safe while playing it. Players can currently play Fortnite: Battle Royale on a PC, Mac, Xbox, and
PlayStation or download it from the App Store. Use of the game has grown rapidly amongst children and young people since the
launch of the mobile game in March 2018. As of 2nd May, the app version is only available on iOS but an Android release is
expected shortly. The game involves 100 players fighting each other in real time to be the final survivor.

What features and risks are there on Fortnite?

Fortnite: Battle Royale has several features that can be fun, but there are also risks. These include:

•
•

•
•
•

Players can add friends in the mobile game if they have an account with Epic, the game’s developer. Friends can be
added by username in the game’s main menu.
There is a chat feature in the game that allows users to contact each other using voice or text. You can disable voice chat in
the game by selecting the 3 lines in the top right of the screen, select the settings icon, choose the ‘Audio’ tab at the top
of the screen and go to the ‘Voice Chat’ option, where you can select ‘Off’.
There is cartoon violence in the game. You can use a variety of weapons to kill other players, such as guns and axes.
There are in-app purchases, which can become expensive.
Players can be reported to the Player Support team if you are concerned about activity or behaviour.

Age ratings:
Here are the recommended age ratings for the game:
•

Epic Games: Fortnite Battle Royale says it does not direct the game to children under the age of 13 in the UK.

•

The PEGI rating for this game is 12 years old. However, PEGI does not take chat features into consideration when rating
games.
The App Store says that users must be 12+ to play.

•

Follow these tips to help keep your child safe online when playing online games:

•

•
•
•

Talk to your child regularly about what they are doing online and how to stay safe. Let them know they can come to you or
another trusted adult if they’re feeling worried or upset by anything they have seen. You can use our conversation
starters to support you when starting these conversations.
Explore your child’s online activities with your child. Understand why they like using them and make sure they know what
they can do to keep themselves safe.
Agree your own rules as a family when using sites, apps and games.
Manage your technology and use the settings available to keep your child safe.

If you’d like advice and support about keeping your children safe online, call O2 NSPCC Online Safety Helpline on 0808 800 5002.
Alternatively, you can make a face-to-face appointment with an O2 Guru in store - you don’t even have to be an O2 customer. O2
Gurus can help you set up parental controls, such as privacy settings, on any device. Finally, you can visit our online games page to
find out more about the risks of online gaming, and how to keep your child safe.
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