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Early History 

The first official recording of ‘Haslingden’ was in 1241. At this time 

Haslingden was not a town, it was not even a village! Haslingden was part 

of ‘The Forest of Rossendale’, which was not a wooded area but was 

instead used as hunting grounds for the local Lords who also owned the 

whole area.  

It was not until the late 1700s that Haslingden was large enough to be 
thought of as a small town. This was mainly thanks to the increase in the 
woollen industry and the recently arrived cotton industry. By the 1720s 
over 35% of the local population were connected with the textile industry. 
In 1750, it was estimated that the population of Haslingden was around 
1,000 people. By 1801, the population had increased to over 4,000. 
 
Haslingden’s location is also an important reason for its growth. It is 
located in a valley, surrounded by steep hills and at an important point 
between Blackburn, Manchester and Yorkshire. 
 

Look at the map of Haslingden’s location. (Marked 
with an A). Using the map and any other 
information about the geography of the area, 
explain any reasons for Haslingden’s growth as a 
town.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a ‘flying shuttle’. Find out what it 

was used for and explain why it is on the 

crest for the town. 

Explain why there is a spade and pickaxe 

on the crest. 

Explain what you think this motto means and how it is linked 

with Haslingden.  

This is the town crest or ‘coat of arms’ for 

Haslingden. All towns have a crest which 

usually have symbols that represent different 

aspects of the town. For example Burnley’s 

crest has Bees on it to represent the hard 

working nature of the town’s working classes.  



Dr. Aikin, writing in 1795: 

“Haslingden has been greatly improved in the last twenty years, mainly from the increase of 

the woollen manufacture. Much of the cotton trade has also been introduced. The people used 

to be mainly employed by wealthy men at Rochdale; but now the trade is supported by the skill 

and creative vision of the local manufacturers, who have built inns for the entertainment of 

travellers, shops and handsome houses for their own residence. There are plans to build a 

square, and some wonderful houses are already built in it. . . . On the Swinnell there are a 

number of mills for carding cotton and sheep's wool, spinning them into cotton twist and 

woollen yarn for the flannels made here. There is also a corn mill on the river, formerly 

belonging to the Holden family.” 

 

Development 

Dr. John Aikin was an English doctor and writer. He had a great interest in the 

effect of industrialisation on people’s lives, and visited Haslingden in 1795. 

Task 

Dr. Aikin noticed major changes, to do with manufacture, employment, and 

buildings around town. Read about his findings and explain how these three areas 

had changed in the grid below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Employment 

Buildings 

around town 

Manufacture 



The Railway and Haslingden 

 
 

By 1844 the number of mills in Haslingden numbered at least 48, and the 
population had more than doubled since 1801. A major influence on development 
was the arrival of the railway in 1848. Many new factories were built to provide 

access to the railways, rather than 
to the river valleys which were 
originally used to transport goods 
from factories to towns and 
markets. This would have been 
slow and awkward as you were 
limited on where you could 
transport to. 

View over Haslingden, Holder Vale, showing  
the train station and numerous mills. 

Task: On this map of East Lancashire, mark the railway which was built linking 
Blackburn to Burnley through Accrington. Now add a second line from Accrington 
to Rawtenstall. 
 
Task: Explain why the introduction of the railway would have helped Haslingden 
and its industry expand and improve.  
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 



  
Task – Mark 3 interesting buildings or places on this map of Haslingden. Then 
explain on the next page what makes them historically interesting. 
 
Ask your family and friends if they know of any interesting historical buildings or 
places in Haslingden. Or take a walk yourself around town to see if you can see 
anything interesting. Look out for memorials, blue information plaques and old 
buildings.  
 
Some possible places to start might be St. James’ Church, Wilkinson Street and the 
public library. Try not to choose all three of these, think of some of your own.  
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Assessed Piece 

How and why did Haslingden develop into an industrial town? 
 

Success Criteria  
 
Level 4 – You will describe some basic reasons for Haslingden’s growth. You may 
mention history, geography, transport and location.  
 
Level 5 – You will describe the different reasons for growth mentioning geography, 
transport and location. You will begin to explain how each reason helped. 
 
Level 6 – You will describe the different reasons and you will explain clearly how 
each one helped Haslingden develop using a range of key words. You will also select 
some specific examples to support your answer.  
 
Level 7 – You do all of the above. Your work is well written, using paragraphs, and 
your points are clear and linked to the question. You begin to link different ideas 
together e.g. location and transport.  
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The Accrington Pals 

During the First World War the government were desperate for troops to 

fight the Germans. To try and persuade people to join the army the 

government allowed friends and workers from the same area to join up 

together in ‘Pals Battalions’. It was hoped that the idea of fighting side by 

side with friends would encourage soldiers to fight for each other. Although 

it was called the Accrington Pals, the battalion included young men from 

across the East Lancashire area, including Haslingden. It is also significant as 

the Public Hall in Haslingden was used as a temporary hospital for injured 

members of the Accrington Pals in 1916.  

 

The Accrington Pals memorial on the Somme battlefield in 

Northern France, there were almost 600 casualties in one 

day out of a fighting force of 1100. 



TASK: POSTCARD FROM HASLINGDEN 

Imagine you are an 18 year old 

living in Haslingden in 1916.  You 

have lived here all your life. You 

are writing to a friend who lives 

in London. 

• If you were going to try to 

describe the area in which you 

live what would you say? 

 

• You need to think about - 

what sort of house you live in 

(rich/poor) 

what’s the weather like 

(sunny/rains) 

what sort of job do you do? 

Use what you have learned in this 

booklet to think about what the 

town was like in 1916. 
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TASK: WORK WORRIES 
 

This headline from a newspaper will give you an idea of how bad 

the situation was in Accrington during the early 1900’s – people 

were losing their jobs. 



Explain what the headline is talking about. 
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__________________________________________________________
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Explain what you think the workers were angry over 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Explain what affect these troubles would have on workers who 

were tempted to join the army and why.  
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